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PREFACE. 


This  work  was  undertaken  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Adler,  in  the  hope  that  it  might  prove  use- 
ful to  the  D^Pllfc  of  English  speaking  countries. 

In  the  Introductory  Essay  the  Author  has  availed 
himself  of  the  published  literature  of  the  subject. 
Besides  the  very  copious  list  of  books  bearing  on  the 
subject  of  Circumcision,  given  in  the  Liter  aturblatt 
des  Orients,  for  1841,  No.  49,  there  are  the  works  of 
E.  Kollin  (Leipzig,  1842);  Bergson  (Berlin,  1844); 
Salomon  (Brunswick,  1844);  Brecher  (Vienna,  1845); 
Steinschneider,  TJeber  die  Beschneidung  der  Araber 
(Vienna,  1845);  Gutachten  der  Babbiner  (Frankfort, 
1844);  B.  Auerbach  (Frankfort,  1860);  Articles  in 
FrankeVs  Zeitsehrift  (Dresden,  1844-45-46);  Smith's 
Dictionary  of  the  Bible;  Bee's  Cyclojocedia,  and 
Brewster's  Edinburgh  Encyclopcedia ;  all  of  which 
have  been  freely  laid  under  contribution. 

The  translation  of  the  Laws  has  received  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Adler,  Chief  Rabbi  of  the 
United  Congregations  of  the  British  Empire,  and  of 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  Artom,  Chief  of  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  Congregations.    To  both  these  Gentlemen 
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PREFACE. 


the  Author  begs  to  express  his  gratitude  for  the  atten- 
tion they  have  bestowed  on  his  work,  and  for  their 
many  valuable  suggestions. 

The  metrical  translation  of  the  Introduction  to 
"Grace  after  Meals,"  is  from  the  gifted  pen  of  Mr. 
Michael  Henry;  and  the  translations  of  the  Grace 
itself  are  those  in  ordinary  use  among  the  members  of 
the  respective  Congregations. 


T  (  Shebat,  5633. 

London,  {  ' 

February,  1873. 
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THE  JEWISH  EITE  OF  CIECDMCISION. 


Ttih  *ixh  Tl  WW  In  this  exclamation  of  the  Psalmist 
is  contained  the  aim  and  object  of  all  the  precepts  of  the  Law. 
To  have  the  fear  of  God  before  one's  eyes  continually,  is  to 
ensure  the  practical  fulfilment  of  every  duty,  religious,  social, 
and  moral.  Man,  simply  considered  as  such,  can,  according  to 
the  teaching  of  Judaism,  be  pleasing  to  God  and  fulfil  the  object 
of  his  creation,  without  the  practice  of  any  ceremony  whatever. 
Let  him  but  recognise  the  great  fact  that  the  Almighty  is  Lord 
of  nature ;  that  every  human  being  is  created  in  His  Divine 
likeness  ;  that  he  has  the  power  to  be  master  of  his  passions  and 
propensities ;  that  his  fellow-man  is  his  brother  and  his  equal 
in  the  sight  of  God ;  and  with  this  recognition,  and  the  practice 
which  must  be  its  result,  he  has  fulfilled  his  duty  to  God,  to 
his  neighbour,  and  to  himself.    Kin  *TI  n*Wn  pDIJTl  Tl"D 

:  ck  m  pnnjo)  rnn  nvraa  yn^n  Dnn  hny  pro 

Not  so  the  Jew.  Not  for  their  righteousness  (Deut.  ix.  5) 
or  mightiness  (Deut.  vii.  7),  but  out  of  His  grace  and  loving 
kindness,  and  for  the  sake  of  His  Covenant  with  their  fore- 
fathers (Deut.  vii.  8)  did  it  please  the  great  All-Father  to  choose 
to  Himself  a  nation  who  should  bear  the  standard  of  His  faith 
throughout  the  world ;  a  nation  whose  mission  it  should  be  to 
teach  the  nations  truth ;  a  nation  who  by  precept  should  be  a 
holy  people,  and  by  practice  a  kingdom  of  priests ;  whose 
duties  are  manifold,  and  whose  privilege  is  to  be  God's  wit- 
nesses; who  are  found  in  every  country,  and  whose  treatment 
constitutes  the  barometer  by  which  the  civilisation  of  the  peoples 
may  be  measured;  to  this  nation  has  it  seemed  good  to  their 
Father,  who  is  in  heaven,  to  give  laws  and  statutes  which 
should  regulate  their  every  thought,  every  word,  every  deed, 
which  should  make  it  impossible  for  them  to  forget  Him ; 
should  make  them  the  priests  of  the  shrine  whose  temple  is  the 
universe.  TTW  IT  DJ?  "  This  people  have  I 

formed  for  Myself,  that  they  might  show  forth  my  praise." 

To  institute  a  universal  system  of  morality,  often  veiled  in 
allegory,  and  nearly  always  illustrated  by  symbols,  is  the  key 
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to  the  right  interpretation  of  the  J ewish  ceremonial  code  ;  its 
ceremonies  having  been  instituted  with  the  threefold  pur- 
pose :  (1)  to  serve  as  historical  memorials;  (2)  to  serve  as  sym- 
bols of  moral  and  religious  duties ;  and  (3)  to  aid  in  preserving 
our  distinctive  nationality. 

Among  these  symbols  of  the  Jewish  religion,  Circumcision 
is  entitled  to  pre-eminence.  It  is  really  the  foundation  stone 
on  which  rests  the  whole  Jewish  polity :  remove  it,  and  the 
whole  superstructure  crumbles  into  dust:  "And  I  will  establish 
my  covenant  between  me  and  thee  and  thy  seed  after  thee  in 
their  generations  for  an  everlasting  covenant,  to  be  a  God  unto 
thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee.  And  I  will  give  unto  thee, 
and  to  thy  seed  after  thee,  the  land  wherein  thou  art  a  stranger, 
all  the  land  of  Canaan,  for  an  everlasting  possession ;  and  I 
will  be  their  Grod.  And  Grod  said  unto  Abraham,  Thou  shalt 
keep  my  covenant  therefore,  thou,  and  thy  seed  after  thee  in 
their  generations.  This  is  my  covenant,  which  ye  shall  keep 
between  me  and  you  and  thy  seed  after  thee  ;  every  man  child 
among  you  shall  be  circumcised.  And  ye  shall  circumcise  the 
flesh  of  your  foreskin ;  and  it  shall  be  a  token  of  the  covenant 
betwixt  me  and  you.  And  he  that  is  eight  days  old  shall  be 
circumcised  among  you,  every  man  child  in  your  generations, 
he  that  is  born  in  the  house,  or  bought  with  money  of  any 
stranger,  which  is  not  of  thy  seed.  He  that  is  born  in  thy 
house,  and  he  that  is  bought  with  thy  money,  must  needs  be 
circumcised :  and  my  covenant  shall  be  in  your  flesh  for  an 
everlasting  covenant.  And  the  uncircumcised  man  child  whose 
flesh  of  his  foreskin  is  not  circumcised,  that  soul  shall  be  cut 
off  from  his  people  ;  he  hath  broken  my  covenant"  (Gren.  xvii. 
7—14). 

I  propose  to  treat  the  rite  in  its  religious,  moral,  and 
political  aspects.  The  above  verses  explain  its  origin  from  a 
Jewish  point  of  view,  and  its  religious  importance.  I  will, 
further  on,  consider  the  various  reasons  which  have  been  given 
for  its  being  of  non- Jewish  origin,  prescribed  by  a  codex  whose 
framer  was  not  inspired. 

I.  At  a  time  when  the  whole  world  was  steeped  in  spiritual 
darkness,  so  deep  that  humanity  had  sunk  to  a  level  lower  than 
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the  brute  creation ;  when  men  worshipped  wood  and  stone,  or 
the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  or  animals  which  they  endowed  with 
divine  attributes ;  when  mankind  was  reared  in  such  ignorance, 
vice  and  corruption  as  we  to-day  can  hardly  conceive,  it  pleased 
Almighty  God  to  choose  one  man  from  the  general  mass  and 
teach  him  that  He,  who  called  him,  was  and  is  absolute  Lord 
of  nature ;  a  truth,  to  the  conception  of  which  Socrates,  Plato, 
and  Aristotle,  even  in  later  days,  and  without  revelation,  could 
not  raise  themselves. 

Often  as  the  attempt  has  been  made,  no  philosopher  has  yet 
succeeded  in  showing  how  Abraham  alone  came  to  possess  the 
knowledge  of  the  One  Gfod ;  and  the  theory  of  a  Divine  Revela- 
tion can  alone  solve  the  problem.  That  there  must  have  been, 
and  is,  implanted  in  every  human  breast  a  feeling  of  dependence 
on  a  higher  power,  is  evident,  or  religion  would  be  impossible. 
But  so  far  as  man  is  concerned,  religion  would  there  begin  and 
end.  Man  might  cast  his  eyes  above,  around,  below,  see  every- 
where design,  and  recognise  a  Designer ;  might  note  the  rotation 
of  the  seasons  and  know  there  must  be  a  Director ;  but  Designer 
and  Director  would  be  and  were  to  him  separate  powers,  with 
human  attributes  borrowed  from  his  own  internal  perceptions  of 
himself.  Not  God,  but  many  gods  filled  his  mind;  the  powers  of 
nature  usurped  their  Master's  place  ;  and  pure  monotheism,  the 
knowledge  of,  and  belief  in,  the  one  only  Power,  who  is  the 
concentration  of  all  powers,  who  existed  from  all  eternity,  who 
created  and  who  preserves,  was  absolutely  undreamt  of.  From 
amidst  those  thus  dwelling  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death 
did  God  call  our  great  ancestor  Abraham.  Without  personal  or 
national  instinct,  which  at  best  would  have  led  him  to  follow 
the  faith  of  his  forefathers,  who  dwelt  beyond  the  river  and 
worshipped  other  gods,  "  mighty  shadows  "  cast  by  the  mighty 
works  of  the  Supreme  Architect ;  without  acquired  knowledge, 
for  there  was  no  one  from  whom  to  learn ;  without  study  or 
abstract  meditation,  which  taught  him  only  the  negation  of  all 
the  gods  worshipped  by  the  men  of  his  time;  but  by  Divine 
Revelation  alone  could  Abraham  have  known  the  One  Eternal 
God,  Creator,  and  Preserver. 

There  is  no  record  of  there  having  been,  prior  to  Abraham 
and  within  historic  times,  a  religion  founded  on  the  idea  of 
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a  pure,  incorporeal  monotheism.  Herodotus  indeed  tells  us 
that  the  Egyptians  of  Thebes  recognised  one  only  God,  who 
had  no  beginning,  and  would  have  no  end  ;  and  this  statement 
of  the  father  of  history  is  confirmed  by  the  reading  of  the 
sacred  text  of  ancient  Egypt,  where  it  is  said  of  that  God 
"  that  he  is  the  sole  generator  in  Heaven  and  on  earth,  and 

that  he  has  not  been  begotten  that  he  is  the 

only  living  and  true  God,  who  was  begotten   by  himself 

  He  who  has  existed  from  the  beginning  

Who  has  made  all  things,  and  was  not  Himself  made."  This 
sublime  idea  was  doubtless  the  echo  of  the  primitive  revela- 
tion. But  the  very  object  of  a  revelation  is  that  it  may  serve 
as  the  basis  of  a  code  of  morals.  To  know  God  is  to  worship 
Him,  to  walk  in  His  ways.  And  there  is  no  doubt  whatever 
that  long  before  the  time  of  Abraham  the  knowledge  of  God, 
and  the  practical  application  of  that  knowledge,  had  been 
perverted.  There  is  no  trace  of  it  in  the  religion,  so  far  as 
that  was  a  living  and  active  power,  of  the  Egyptians.  The 
idea  of  God  was  confounded  with  the  manifestations  of  His 
power ;  His  attributes  and  qualities  and  acts  were  personified, 
and  each  of  these  they  subdivided  into  separate  divinities,  to 
represent  whom  the  Egyptian  priests  had  recourse  to  the  gross- 
est and  most  monstrous  symbolism.  The  bull,  the  cow,  the  ram, 
the  cat,  the  ape,  crocodile,  hippopotamus,  hawk,  ibis,  scara- 
bseus,  and  others,  were  each  emblems  of  a  divine  personage. 
"  If  you  enter  a  temple/'  says  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  "  a  priest 
advances  with  a  solemn  air,  singing  a  hymn  in  the  Egyptian 
language  ;  he  raises  the  veil  a  little  to  let  you  see  the  God ;  and 
what  then  do  you  see  ?  A  cat,  a  crocodile,  a  snake,  or  some 
other  animal.  The  God  of  the  Egyptians  appears  !  It  is  but 
a  wild  beast,  wallowing  on  a  purple  carpet." 

This  then  was  the  religion  of  the  most  civilised  nation  of  the 
world,  even  at  the  time  of  Abraham.  And  nothing  but  a  direct 
revelation  from  Heaven  could  have  renewed  that  knowledge  of 
the  Creator  which  He  had  imparted  when  He  called  man  into 
existence. 

Our  forefather  Abraham  stands  alone  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  Read  the  history  of  his  trials  and  temptations.  Obliged 
to  break  with  the  faith  of  his  ancestors  ;  to  forsake  hearth  and 
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home,  country  and  kindred ;  to  wander  a  stranger  in  a  foreign 
land ;  to  preach  and  practise  not  only  a  new  religion,  but  one 
which  was  opposed  in  every  principle  to  every  accepted  belief ; 
threatened,  as  tradition  teaches,  with  martyrdom  ;  and  bearing 
all,  throughout  all,  with  unwavering  confidence,  with  unshaken 
devotion,  he  believes  in  the  God  who  has  chosen  him ;  in 
unswerving  faith  he  lives  and  dies ;  and  his  faith  illuminates 
the  world  to  this  hour. 

The  object  of  his  call  is  distinctly  set  forth  (Gen.  xviii.  19). 
"  For  I  know  him  that  he  will  command  his  children  and  his 
household  after  him  that  they  shall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord 
to  do  justice  and  judgment." 

In  accordance  with  the  Divine  command,  Abraham  circum- 
cised himself  and  the  males  of  his  family.  This  occurred  about 
A.  M.  2107,  and  B.  C.  1897,  from  which  time  it  became,  in 
compliance  with  the  original  and  subsequent  injunctions  (Levit. 
xii.  3),  a  hereditary  practice  among  his  descendants. 

It  is  narrated  in  the  *1TJTSk  H  *p"lS  that  the  anniversary  of 
the  day  on  which  he  submitted  to  the  rite  was  afterwards  set 
apart  as  the  solemn  Day  of  Atonement  for  his  children,  to  be 
observed  throughout  their  generations  (Leviticus  xvi.  29 — 34). 

Circumcision  is  the  outward  and  visible  sign  of  God's  covenant 
with  Abraham.  Its  performance  was  the  public  avowal  of 
Abraham's  faith  ;  it  gained  him  the  title  of  "  perfect "  (JSTedarim 
31).  Nor  can  the  Jew. arrive  at  the  perfection  his  creed  enjoins, 
till  he  has  adopted  this  symbol  of  his  belief  in  the  God  of 
Abraham  (More  Nebuchim  III.  49).  He  must  bear  from  his 
birth  the  indelible  imprint  which  is  the  stamp  of  his  allegiance 
and  the  manifestation  of  his  mission. 

Circumcision  is  the  only  precept  of  the  Law  distinguished  by 
the  expression,  "  It  is  the  sign  of  a  covenant  between  me  and 
thee "  My  covenant  shall  be  in  your  flesh  for  an  everlasting 
covenant;"  and  of  him  who  neglects  it,  it  is  said:  "  He  hath 
broken  my  covenant/'  The  Sabbath,  one  of  the  chief  ordinances 
of  the  religion,  is  called  "a  sign/'  and  "a  covenant;"  nor  is  the 
Sabbath-breaker,  grievous  though  his  sin  be,  termed  a  desecra- 
tor  of  the  covenant.  The  Rabbinical  writings  teem  with  the 
importance  of  the  rite ;  I  quote  a  few  instances:  "  Thirteen 
times  in  the  chapter  in  which  the  rite  is  ordained,  does  the 
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word  '  Covenant '  occur  :  thirteen  is  the  number  of  the  Divine 
Attributes  (Exod.  xxxiv.  6)  ;  by  means  of  both  only,  covenant 
and  attributes,  can  man  hope  to  become  perfect. "  "  It  takes 
precedence  of  the  Sabbath  ;  for  its  neglect  for  one  hour  Moses 
was  in  imminent  danger  of  his  life ;  it  is  considered  equal  to  all 
the  precepts  of  the  law  ;  to  it  has  been  applied  that  portion  of 
prophecy  (Jeremiah  xxxiii.  25)  which  connects  the  word 
'  Covenant '  with  the  establishment  of  the  laws  of  nature ;  and 
the  connection  is  interpreted  to  signify  that  but  for  the  faith 
of  which  the  rite  is  the  symbol,  Heaven  and  earth  had  not  been 
created."  N'S  TBI  ^1J»B>  tOlp^-'J  D*TTJ  H^D  "Its 
performance  saves  from   punishment    in    a    future  state." 

"Hi  mm  nns    apv  dmaa  n"&  nn  rwara  "  The  faith 

of  which  it  is  the  symbol  leads  to  a  knowledge  of  Grod  and  to 
Heaven."  w*\7]  D£>  1YD1  H^fi  m  ilBWn  "flS  nSjT  "By 
such  faith  was  the  Red  Sea  divided."  JYN*  DHwS  *)1D  D*  ITttS 
"  Its  non-performance  is  tantamount  to 
a  denial  of  Providence"  TU'lpTI  fJD  HIT)  HWQ 

n1?  dx  wnSx  D^apD  r6»an  D^npa  *pn  dk 

"TfinStf  DvllpD-  These  and  many  other  observations  of  a 
similar  nature  are  scattered  broadcast  among  the  Rabbinical 
writings. 

The  uncircumcised  Jew,  that  is  he  who  had  not,  for  medical 
reasons,  had  the  operation  performed,  was  denied  the  privilege 
of  appearing  at  the  Festival  gatherings  at  Jerusalem  ;  he  bore 
about  him,  even  unwillingly,  that  which  is  displeasing  to 
God,  (2"1  rU^n)  and  was  not  allowed  to  enter  the  temple ; 

The  very  word  PIaIJ?  " foreskin,"  denotes  imperfection, 
as  "  uncircumcised  heart,"  "  ears,"  for  wickedness,  obstinacy 

0  /D'jKsn m n^n^ nV-iyn  ntnKO);  "an  uncir- 
cumcised tree  "  for  one  not  old  enough  for  the  fruit  to  be  eaten ; 
and  immorality  and  vice  are  in  scripture  frequently  symbolised 
by  the  '  absence  of  circumcision.' 

Rabbinical  writings  further  teach  as  follows :  —  That  the 
Israelite  who  neglects  the  ordinance  of  circumcision  has  no 
share  in  a  future  state.  "  Whoso  breaks  the  covenant  of  Abra- 
ham our  father,  even  though  he  has  the  merit  of  studying  the 
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Law  and  performing  good  works,  has  no  share  in  the  world  to 
come"  ('3  rYDX).  "  '  He  hath  despised  the  word  of  God,  and 
broken  His  commandment ; '  this  applies  to  him  who  has  not 
the  seal  of  Abraham's  covenant  imprinted  on  his  flesh ;  he  is 
cut  off  here  and  hereafter"  (JT  TYl^nG?)  (see  also  t0"¥  pTOD 
and  JYfi  PlfiV).  "  Neither  the  father  who  has  omitted  to  per- 
form the  rite  on  his  son,  nor  the  son  who,  being  of  age,  has  not 
had  himself  circumcised,  is  permitted  to  give  evidence  in  a 

Jewish  court  of  justice  (y?)  1'h  fc05£>ft  JEWl).  Nor  for  such 
persons  are  the  ordinary  laws  of  mourning  to  be  observed, 
nor  are  they  to  be  in  any  manner  regarded  as  Israelites" 
('^  njH  iT)V).  Maimonides  declares  that  an  uncircumcised  Jew 
has  practically  proclaimed  his  denial  of  Providence  and  Bevela- 
tion;  and  he  has  no  share  in  a  future  life  (0 
And  the  Almighty  punishes  him  by  excision :  "  That  soul  shall 
be  cut  off  from  his  people.' 9 

Nor  is  it  enough  that  the  Jew  bear  in  his  flesh  the  sign  of 
the  covenant.  He  must  bear  in  his  heart  the  signification  of 
the  symbol,  and  must  thank  God  for  it  continually.  {^S^  73 

(rarnro)  irain    xxv  w«  pxn  nrm  mini  nnrnDK 

Nor  can  anyone  enter  into  the  religion  of  Abraham's  children 
without  undergoing  the  operation  (Gen.  xxxiv.  14 ;  see  also 

:  id  mrv-0,  yy  vo  mm*,  r  n^n  niow  uym- 

Israel's  hope  of  a  future  restoration  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  practice  of  the  rite  of  circumcision ;  even  as  their 
neglect  of  that  rite  was  among  the  causes  of  their  merited  ex- 
pulsion. When  in  the  wickedness  of  their  uncircumcised  hearts 
they  forgat  their  God  and  despised  His  covenant,  He  drove 
them  forth  from  the  land  which  He  had  promised  to  their 
fathers,  a  land  the  possession  of  which  was  contingent  on  the 
practice  of  the  ceremony  and  of  the  faith  and  belief  it  shadowed 

forth  >nnnn  nx  •nans?  ny  Dnana*  byb  San^  hi  *b  him 

man  WO  n«  "©MP.  "  And  that  I  also  have  walked  con- 
trary unto  them,  and  have  brought  them  into  the  land  of  their 
enemies;  if  then  their  uncircumcised  hearts  be  humbled,  and 
they  then  accept  of  the  punishment  of  their  iniquity :  then  will 
I  remember  my  covenant  with  J acob,  and  also  my  covenant 
with  Isaac,  and  also  my  covenant  with  Abraham  will  I  remem- 
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ber ;  and  I  will  remember  the  land.  The  land  also  shall  be 
left  of  them,  and  shall  enjoy  her  sabbaths,  while  she  lieth  deso- 
late without  them  :  and  they  shall  accept  of  the  punishment  of 
their  iniquity :  because,  even  because  they  despised  my  judg- 
ments, and  because  their  soul  abhorred  my  statutes.  And  yet 
for  all  that,  when  they  be  in  the  land  of  their  enemies,  I  will 
not  cast  them  away,  neither  will  I  abhor  them,  to  destroy  them 
utterly,  and  to  break  my  covenant  with  them :  for  I  am  the 
Lord  their  God.  But  I  will  for  their  sakes  remember  the 
covenant  of  their  ancestors,  whom  I  brought  forth  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt  in  the  sight  of  the  heathen,  that  I  might  be 
their  Gfod:  I  am  the  Lord"  (Levit.  xxvi.  41 — 45). 

II.  The  moral  effect  of  the  rite  is  thus  expressed  by  Maimo- 
nides  (Q"l2  '3  '3  pSn  rHIfo).  "In  my  opinion  one  of  the 
reasons  of  God's  behest  concerning  circumcision  is  to  diminish 
the  carnal  appetite  of  mankind.  Cavillers  have  objected  to  the 
ceremony  on  the  ground  that,  had  the  Almighty  so  desired  or 
intended,  man  could  have  been  born  without  a  foreskin,  and 
that  therefore  its  removal  is  contrary  to  His  manifest  will,  for 
He  creates  nothing  in  vain,  and  requires  no  external  aid  to 
perfect  His  creation.  But  the  rite  is  not  to  perfect  or  complete 
the  physical  organisation.  It  is  the  physical  means  of  aiding 
in  arriving  at  moral  perfection,  continence  and  purity.  The 
sign  of  the  covenant  is  for  this  reason  imprinted  on  the  organ 
of  sexual  connection,  the  abuse  of  which  is  the  source  of  all  vice 
and  uncleanness.',  It  prefigures  the  circumcision  of  the  heart, 
the  excision  of  all  carnal  pleasures,  passions,  and  propensities. 
Philo,  and  the  author  of  the  Kusari,  speak  in  the  same  terms. 
The  former  says  that  the  rite  represents  the  necessity  of  retren- 
ching sensual  enjoyments,  and  of  keeping  in  proper  subjection 
all  those  lusts  and  passions  which  war  against  the  soul.  The 
latter  (end  of  Book  I.)  impresses  on  the  Jew,  that  by  circumci- 
sion he  may  and  must  govern  every  improper  desire ;  NlH  \D 

r\hy  rnnun  mxnn  -oks  d™  rm  circum- 
cision is  an  ever  present  symbol  to  the  Jew,  that  to  carry  out 
his  high  mission  he  must  begin  by  surrendering  all  sensuality, 
licentiousness,  lasciviousness  ;  it  is  the  first  step  in  the  process 
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whereby  that  which  we  possess  in  common  with  the  brute  is 
eliminated,  and  man  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels ;  and 
it  is  related  ('^  Xfc  DirOft)  that  King  David  composed  Psalm 
xii.  in  honour  of  a  rite,  whose  mark  being  ever  with  him,  con- 
stantly reminded  him  of  the  omnipresence  of  the  Eternal,  and 
kept  him  from  sin. 

It  may,  I  think,  be  conceded  that  the  blunting  of  the  sexual 
desires  which  is  produced  by  the  removal  of  the  foreskin,  and 
the  consequent  diminished  sensitiveness  of  the  exposed  and  un- 
covered glans  penis,  acting  through  the  many  generations 
which  have  elapsed  since  Abraham,  must  have  had  the  effect, 
in  both  sexes,  indicated  in  the  above  quotation  from  Maimo- 
nides.  The  seal  of  the  covenant  which  God  has  stamped  into 
our  flesh  is — chastity.  Hence  the  significance  of  the  command 
to  Abraham:  "Walk  thou  before  me,  and  be  perfect,"  followed 
immediately  by  the  injunction  concerning  circumcision. 

It  is  not  therefore  surprising  that,  as  was  stated  previously, 
the  term  "  un circumcised  "  should  have  been  synonymous  with 
barbarous,  uncultivated,  brutish,  savage ;  with  everything  which 
lowered  and  degraded,  or  was  despicable  and  contemptible. 
The  term  was  often  applied  in  derision  to  the  surrounding 
nations  of  Palestine,  to  the  Philistines  especially.  The  books 
of  J udges  and  Samuel  are  full  of  such  references.  The  number 
of  slain  enemies  was  frequently  ascertained  by  counting  fore- 
skins (1  Samuel  xviii.  25 — 27),  as  later  other  nations  counted 
heads  or  hands.  But  this  practice  seems  to  have  been  a  bor- 
rowed, not  a  native  one  in  Israel.  Midrash  Rabba  (rO*X) 
relates  \hm  VT\  (pn»BO  htiW1  D*p^n 

III.  Maimonides  "(ttf'fc  'S  'J  p^H  PttlD)  makes  further  the 
following  remarks  on  the  subject  of  circumcision.  "  There 
is  this  further  reason  for  the  institution  of  the  rite.  It  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  professors  of  the  Jewish  faith,  the 
believers  in  the  unity,  that  they  should  have  some  unmistake- 
able  sign  whereby  to  recognise  each  other ;  a  sign  of  such  a 
nature  that  no  stranger  can  for  any  purpose  impose  himself  on 
them  as  one  of  themselves.  And  tl^is  seal  of  the  covenant  is 
such  that  no  man  ought  to  impress  it  on  himself  or  his  children 


10 


but  in  an  upright  faith.  Let  it  not  be  to  him  as  a  scratch 
of  the  leg,  or  a  burn  of  the  arm  :  but  let  it  be  unto  him  as  a 
very  difficult  task,  whereby  it  may  be  known  that  he  performs 
it  out  of  pure  love.  And  it  is  known  that  great  love  and  mutual 
support  exist  between  men  who  all  bear  the  same  distinguishing 
mark,  as  a  sign  as  it  were  between  each  other.  More  especially 
is  this  the  case  when  that  sign  is  the  mark  of  the  covenant 
which  their  common  father  bore.  Therefore  all  who  bear  the 
sign  of  our  ancestor  Abraham,  do  so  as  a  manifestation  of  their 
mutual  belief  in  the  one  God,  who  promised  to  be  his  and  his 
children's  God." 

Circumcision  is  not  only  a  sign  of  the  covenant  between  God 
and  the  children  and  Abraham,  but  it  is  a  token  of  the  bond  of 
brotherhood  and  affection  which  binds  the  whole  race  together  ; 
DD^^I  It  serves  to  distinguish  and  discriminate  the 

posterity  of  Abraham  from  all  other  nations ;  but  it  also  indi- 
cates and  ratifies  the  covenant  of  God  with  every  member  of 
the  nation,  who  is  thereby  devoted  to  the  worship  of  the  one 
God,  and  for  ever  reminded  of  the  purity  and  sanctity  which 
He  requires.  It  is  clear  from  the  text  of  the  Bible  in  which 
the  command  concerning  circumcision  is  given,  that  Abraham 
circumcised  every  male -child  born  to  him.  But  the  rite  as  a 
religious  institution  was  transmitted  to  Isaac  alone,  to  the 
exclusion  of  Ishmael  (Gen.  xvii.  21).  "But  my  covenant  will 
I  establish  with  Isaac."  And  the  birthright — with  its  duties — 
descended  to  J acob  to  the  exclusion  of  Esau.  Among  the  chil- 
dren of  Jacob  it  was  already  looked  upon  as  a  custom  so  absolutely 
essential,  that  .they  refused  to  give  their  sisters  in  marriage  to 
one  of  the  uncircumcised,  and  looked  on  the  possibility  of  such 
an  occurrence  as  a  disgrace  to  be  atoned  for  only  by  the  blood 
of  the  offenders  (Gen.  xxxiv.).  Every  proselyte  on  his  admis- 
sion to  the  congregation  of  Israel,  must  have  been  circumcised 
before  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  commonwealth.  Without 
the  performance  of  the  ceremony  he  could  not  partake  of  the 
sacrifice  which  commemorated  the  release  of  the  nation  from 
the  spiritual  and  physical  bondage  of  Egypt  (Gen.  xii.  43 — 48), 
nor  be  entitled  to  any  political  privileges.  This  was  a  neces- 
sary law  in  a  state  whose  religion  and  whose  political  organisa- 
tion were  so  intimately  connected.     For  the  same  reason,  a 


Jew  by  birth,  but  who  was  not  circumcised,  had  neither  Church 
nor  State  privileges.  pTnpM  T'nijft>  ITDD  mm)  Failing  the 
father  therefore,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
authorities  to  circumcise  every  Jewish  male  child  born  within 
their  Jurisdiction,  nay  even  to  compel  the  father  to  circumcise 

his  child  (K'tnnjn  rriv-a'K  rbn  rii^Sn  d"^);  should 

they  neglect  to  do  so,  it  is  incumbent  on  every  Jew  to  en- 
deavour if  possible  to  have  the  operation  performed  on  such 
child.  The  father  may,  if  he  chooses,  withdraw  himself  from 
the  community,  but  he  has  no  right  to  withdraw  his  child — 
the  state,  as  represented  by  its  executive,  or  by  its  members 
individually,  steps  in  to  prevent  him.  Lastly,  should  the  child 
grow  up  uncircumcised,  he  is  bound,  under  the  penalty  of 
excision  just  mentioned,  to  enter  the  Abrahamic  covenant. 

As  a  social  and  political  sign  therefore,  apart  from  religious 
reasons,  it  became  necessary  to  circumcise  the  males  of  the 
nation  when  about  to  enter  Canaan,  after  the  exodus  from 
Egypt.  The  rite  had  not  been  performed  on  those  born  in 
the  wilderness.  In  connection  with  the  ordination  of  circum- 
cision the  Almighty  had  promised  Abraham  that  his  children 
should  inherit  Palestine.  Their  late  taskmasters  had  taunted 
them  that  God  had  redeemed  them  from  slavery  in  order  to 
destroy  them  in  the  desert  (Ex.  xxxii.  12).  On  the  eve,  how- 
ever, of  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise,  on  the  very  border  of  the 
promised  land,  they  are  reminded  of  the  covenant  with  Abraham, 
and  are  called  on  to  accomplish  their  part  of  the  contract. 
For  reasons  hereafter  stated,  the  operation  could  not  be  per- 
formed in  the  wilderness.  On  their  fulfilment  of  the  Abra- 
hamic covenant  it  is  announced  to  them :  "  This  day  have  I 
removed  from  you  the  reproach  of  Egypt"  (Joshua v.  9). 

Besides  the  instance,  above  given,  of  the  Shechemites  adopt- 
ing the  rite,  there  are  other  instances  on  record.  For  the  words 
in  the  book  of  Esther  (viii.  17),  "And  many  of  the  people  of 
the  land  became  Jews,"  the  Septuagint  gives  "circumcised 
themselves  and  became  J ews."  When  the  king  John  Hyrcanus 
conquered  Idumea  (Josephus,  Antiq.,  B.  13,  ch.  ix.,  sect.  1), 
about  the  year  129  before  the  common  era,  he  compelled  the 
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inhabitants,  as  a  condition  of  their  "being  permitted  to  remain 
in  the  country,  to  be  circumcised.  The  same  was  enforced  by 
Aristobulus  on  conquering  a  large  portion  of  Iturea  and  adding 
it  to  Judea  (Joseph.,  Antiq.,  B.  13,  ch.  xi.,  sect.  3).  The 
Midrashim  relate  VT\  blpS*— 1"2D  HIT  JVtTK-Q)  that 

Monobasus  and  Izates,  sons  of  king  Ptolemy,  had  themselves 
circumcised,  being  impelled  thereto  by  sincere  conviction  of 
the  truth  of  the  Jewish  faith* 

Aquila,  the  nephew  of  the  emperor  Hadrian,  is  a  similar  and 
celebrated  instance  j-QI  HW.  X  *f*  HIT  117)2$)-  He  is 
believed  to  be  the  same  with  Onkelos,  the  revered  translator  of 
the  Pentateuch  into  Chaldaic.  For  another  remarkable  con- 
version and  circumcision,  see  HIT  JTfl^iy.  Conversions  to 
Judaism  must  have  been  far  from  uncommon,  since  the  Codex 
Justinianus  (X.  I.,  T.  9,  10 )  enacts  that  any  surgeon  circum- 
cising a  Roman  citizen  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  death. 
Heliogabalus,  accounted  by  historians  one  of  the  greatest  mon- 
sters that  ever  ruled  the  empire,  conceived  the  notion  of  build- 
ing a  temple  in  which  all  religions  were  to  be  combined  on  the 
basis  of  the  worship  of  the  sun,  whose  name  he  had  taken  from 
being  his  priest,  and  whom,  according  to  Herodian,  he  designed 
to  marry.  This  prince,  in  order  more  purely  to  serve  his  gods, 
and  more  fully  to  carry  out  his  universal  system  of  worship, 
had  himself  circumcised  and  abstained  from  swine's  flesh  (Bas- 
nage,  Taylor's  Translation,  p.  532  ).  Some  writers  assert  that 
the  emperor  Antoninus  was  circumcised  (j&  T^Tl  *2  IT). 
In  the  twelfth  century  a  sect  of  Christians  arose  in  Italy  who 
called  themselves  "  circumcisi,"  and  performed  circumcision 
and  many  other  Jewish  rites  (see  Schrokh's  Christliche  Kirchen- 
geschichte,  Theil  XXIX.,  Seite  655,  656).  In  Jewish  law,  a 
person  born  of  non- J ewish  parents,  who  was  circumcised  and 
made  a  Jew  in  his  infancy,  may,  without  any  infraction  of  the 
law,  renounce  the  religion  of  which  he  was  made  a  member,  on 


*  The  Talmud  never  mentions  Izates.  J osepkas,  Ant iq.,  B.  XX..  chap,  ii,  sect.  1, 
Bays  he  was  the  son  of  Monobasus.  For  very  interesting  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, see  Jost,  Guch&hU  der  Israelite h,  B.  II.,  page  7S  ;  also  Gratz,  YoL  III.,  pp. 
309 — 312.  For  the  presents  made  to  the  temple  by  king  Monobasus  and  queen 
Helena,  on  the  occasion  of  their  becoming  proselytes,  see  *K  T*^  RD1\ 
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his  arriving  at  years  of  discretion,    p  rabb  nttSn  D'^n 

ci  |Td  rron  njn  mv 

The  occasions  when  the  Jews  as  a  nation  spontaneously 
omitted  or  neglected  the  rite  of  circumcision  are  rare.  Idola- 
try, bloodshed,  perjury,  Sabbath-breaking,  and  other  crimes 
were,  as  scripture  attests,  but  of  too  frequent  occurrence ;  but 
there  is  no  scriptural  indication  that  the  sign  of  the  Abrahamic 
covenant  was  permitted  to  fall  into  disuse.  Even  in  the  time 
of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah,  when  it  was  not  uncommon  for  mem- 
bers of  the  community  to  marry  non- Jewish  wives,  it  is  not 
even  insinuated  by  the  prophets  who  rebuked  them,  that  they 
did  not  circumcise  their  sons.  After  the  exodus  from  Egypt, 
however,  none  of  the  children  born  in  the  wilderness  were  cir- 
cumcised. The  reason  given  is,  that  the  constant  journeying 
for  which  they  were  obliged  to  be  always  prepared,  not  know- 
ing when  they  would  be  called  on  to  advance,  was  not  favour- 
able to  the  healing  of  the  wound,  and  might  have  been 
dangerous  to  the  child.  The  intense  heat,  which  prevailed  also, 

was  another  source  of  danger  (fWlttC  KT\  ti?h  mKO  tfS).  No 
such  valid  reasons  are  to  be  found  for  the  omission  of  the  rite 
in  the  days  of  Elijah.  It  is  related  (VDBTl  ftn  >  p/»  '£)  t&pS* 
YD  V2T\  J^in*  blpS*)  that  on  the  separation  of  the  nation  into 
two  kingdoms,  the  kingdom  of  Ephraim  prohibited  the  opera- 
tion. The  PD*K  fi$m&  on  the  verse  Tlhwfl  PinK&lfc  (Lam.  i. 
9),  expresses  the  very  doubtful  supposition  that  the  priests  who 
ministered  in  the  temple  in  the  days  of  king  Zedekiah,  were 
all  uncircumcised.  Another  instance  is  narrated  in  the  book 
of  Maccabees  L,  i.  16.  But  if  the  covenant  in  the  flesh  was 
seldom  violated,  the  higher  meaning  of  the  rite  was  often  for- 
gotten, and  such  injunctions  as  "  Circumcise  yourselves  to  God, 
and  remove  the  foreskins  of  your  hearts,"  were  of  not  unfre- 
quent  occurrence. 

The  various  sects  which  have  at  various  times  arisen  in 
Israel  from  the  time  of  the  building  of  the  second  temple,  viz., 
Samaritans,  Sadducees,  Galileans,  Karaites,  etc.,  have  all  and 
always  insisted  on  the  rite  as  a  fundamental  one. 

There  were  indeed  instances  when  individuals  thought  proper 
to  omit  the  performance  of  the  ceremony  on  their  children, 
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and  these  were  overwhelmed  with  all  the  contempt  which 
deservedly  falls  upon  a  renegade.  Non-circumcised  and  non- 
Jew  were  synonymous  and  convertible  terms.  A  Jew  who  did 
not  circumcise  his  son  was  not  permitted  to  remain  in  Palestine 
(Luzatto,  Gutachten).  Petronius,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Nero, 
says  that  such  a  Jew  was  driven  forth  to  reside  among  the 
Greeks : — 

"  Judasus  

Ni    .  ferro  succiderit  inguinis  ovam, 

Exemptus  populo,  Grajam  migrabit  ad  urbem." 

His  money  was  not  accepted  for  congregational  or  charitable 
purposes,  although  that  of  a  non-Jew  was.    (Y3p  D^Pl  rnitf 
njH  PHV).    And  he  was  buried  in  a  part  set  aside  for 
malefactors  (Luzzato,  Gutachten). 

Under  the  reign  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  as  is  narrated  in 
the  first  book  of  the  Maccabees,  there  arose  in  Israel  evil  minded 
men  who  seduced  the  people  from  their  allegiance  to  their  faith, 
and  persuaded  them  to  adopt  the  manners  and  religious  customs 
of  the  Greeks.  After  the  example  of  the  latter  they  frequented 
and  took  part  in  the  exercises  of  the  gymnasium  and  the  arena. 
"  They  mixed  with  the  nations,  and  learned  their  ways  and 
in  their  absurd  endeavours  to  destroy  their  own  intense  indivi- 
duality, their  unconquerable  national  characteristics,  merited 
and  abundantly  received  the  contempt  of  their  astute  masters. 
And  further  to  resemble  those  whom  they  so  servilely  imitated, 
they  artificially  prolonged  their  foreskins,  so  as  not  to  be  known 
as  Jews.  They  dreaded  the  satire  which  was  nevertheless  plenti- 
fully showered  on  them.  Having  lost  self-respect,  they  excited 
the  derision  and  the  scorn  of  those  whom  they  flattered.  Horace 
is  cheaply  witty  on  the  subject  of  the  "  Judaeus  Apella"  (Sat.  i. 
5),  and  calls  Jews  "  Curti"  (Serm.  xix.  70).  The  endeavour  to 
eradicate  all  marks  of  their  nationality  was  so  common,  that 
the  great  surgical  authorities  of  the  age  devoted  their  skill  to 
inventing  and  perfecting  the  means  which  would — in  their 
opinion — obliterate  all  marks  of  circumcision.  Celsus,  who  lived 
20  years  before  the  beginning  of  the  common  era,  describes 
(Book  vii.,  chap.  25)  a  plastic  operation  which  he  had  found 
most  successful  for  the  purpose,  and  which  was  in  every  day 
use.    Galen,  who  lived  150  years  later,  describes  a  bloodless 
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operation  (Meth.  Medend.  Book  xiv.,  chap.  16)  which  he  found 
all  sufficient.  The  Talmud  discusses  ('X  n"JJ  T\)J2^)  whether 
a  person  in  whom  the  foreskin  has  spontaneously  grown  again 
after  circumcision  may  eat  from  the  nDIIH.  The  spontaneous 
lengthening  of  the  foreskin  is  also  mentioned  in 
('PI  mM*).  Finally  it  was  forbidden  to  enter  the  gymnasia ; 
{'2  PP  PHI  PlTD^)  and  it  was  declared  that  he  who  artificially 
eradicated  the  mark  of  the  covenant  had  no  share  in  the  world 
to  come.  To  eradicate  the  mark  of  the  Abrahamic  covenant  was 
considered  to  be  the  lowest  depth  of  moral  turpitude  ;  and  the 
expression  was  used  for  any  one  whose  infamy  was  of  the  deepest 
complexion.  For  instance,  Achan,  who  stole  and  hid  part  of 
the  condemned  spoil  (Joshua  vii.),  is  said  ('X  Y£  ^TirOD)  to 
have  been  guilty  of  n^H^n  The  same  is  declared  of 

Adam,  as  the  consequence  of  his  fall  ('2  IT'S  pTTPl^D).  (See 
note,  page  22). 

Various  conquerors  of  the  race  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
possibility  of  obliterating  the  mark  of  circumcision  ;  and  that 
which  was  at  first  practised  by  an  enervated  and  sycophantic 
few,  became  a  fearful  means  of  tyranny  in  the  hands  of  their 
Roman  masters.  See  Eashi  on  'X  D^-Dn^  tiMWftW 
IIVS  *"pD2  D31X3.  After  the  victory  of  Bar  Cochba,  many 
adults,  in  whom  this  had  been  effected,  were  circumcised  a 
second  time :  and  the  law  was  made  that  whenever  the  mark 
of  circumcision  became  obliterated,  from  whatever  cause,  the 
operation  must  be  re-performed,  and  repeated  as  often  as  neces- 
sary, ('xyy  niarr). 

It  could  not  be  expected  that  a  practice  so  intimately  con- 
nected as  circumcision  is  with  the  very  life  of  the  nation,  should 
have  been  permitted  to  continue  without  strenuous  efforts  for 
its  suppression  being  made  by  those  who  wished  to  turn  the 
Jews  from  the  religion  of  their  fathers.  It  is  so  much  more  easy 
for  those  who  have  the  power,  to  suppress  than  to  reason,  to 
exterminate  than  to  convince.  The  missionaries  of  most  of  the 
ancient  and  modern  faiths  of  the  world  preached  with  a  sword 
in  one  hand  and  a  firebrand  in  the  other :  and  if  they  could 
not  eradicate  a  hostile  religion  they  slew  or  expatriated  its 
adherents.  In  addition  it  was  reserved  for  the  exponents  of  a 
newer  civilisation  and  the  votaries  of  another  faith  to  invent 
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the  refined  cruelty  of  robbing  parents  of  their  children  as  the 
first  step  of  the  initiation  of  the  latter  into  a  religion  of  which 
those  parents  did  not  approve.  The  ancients  endeavoured  to 
root  out  the  J ewish  religion  by  attaching  the  penalty  of  death 
to  the  practice  of  its  most  characteristic  rites,  in  the  vain  hope 
that  with  the  extinction  of  the  outward  and  visible  signs  the 
inward  convictions  which  they  betokened  would  perish.  Chief 
among  those  signs  were  circumcision  and  the  Sabbath,  institu- 
tions that  live  and  flourish  amidst  the  wreck  of  the  Empires 
which  fruitlessly  sought  their  destruction. 

It  is  recorded  that  Pharaoh  was  the  first  King  who  decreed 
thai:  circumcision  should  cease  among  the  Jewish  population, 

ora  iijrSs  Ya-rfra  rmi  dhe>  ym  nyns  ibyw  nj» 

His  prohibition  seems  to  have  been  brought  about — as  later 
among  the  Greeks — by  the  Jews  having  first  sought  to  gain 
the  favour  of  the  dominant  nation  by  imitating  its  customs. 
(See  Kimchi  on  Joshua  v.  1—3 ;  also  r\fcW2  K  Hll  fti&B? 
rh%iyi  JT-!!!  l^lSn  fc]DV).  Antiochus  Epiphanes  issued  a  similar 
decree,  which  continued  in  force  till  the  Maccabean  liberation 
(Maccab.  I.,  i.  47).  Martyrdoms  were  frequent.  Two  women, 
who  had  had  their  sons  circumcised,  were  bound,  the  infants 
being  tied  to  their  mothers'  breasts,  dragged  through  the  city, 
and  cast  over  the  wall  (Maccab.  II.,  vi.  7.  See  this  chapter 
for  other  atrocities).  A  celebrated  Rabbin  declared  that  rather 
than  cease  to  circumcise  their  children,  the  community  ought 
to  abstain  from  marriage  altogether  ('D  t^HDn  fipTn).  Hadrian 
also  interdicted  the  rite.  Its  prohibition  in  this  Emperor's 
reign  was  the  cause  of  the  rebellion  of  Bar  Cochba.  After 
the  Emperor's  death,  the  interdiction  was  rescinded  at  the 
entreaty  of  the  Rabbins  who  were  in  Rome  (P  ilS*Jflb)-  The 
decree  was  revoked  on  TlK  and  was  the  occasion  of  much 
rejoicing  ft**  D^il  "*")).  The  day  was  appointed  as  an 
annual  holiday.  See  also  for  other  instances  *D  NfiS^S 

mr  miny  hy  mswn.  n  h"p  rap  rnm-tf'y  nsD-rS 

Laws  in  abundance  were  enacted  against  it  (see  Codex  Justin., 
Lib.  i.  9).  Such  a  law,  under  the  Emperor  Constantius,  was 
the  cause  of  a  most  serious  and  extensive  rebellion,  in  which 
much  blood  was  shed.     Persecutions  on  account  of  circum- 
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cision  seem  to  have  been  common  about  the  time  of  the  Com- 
pilation of  the  Mishna,  since  that  work  contains  directions 
concerning  the  concealing  of  the  operating  knife  in  times  of 
danger.  The  history  of  the  Holy  (!)  Inquisition  in  Spain  shows 
many  such  chapters.  Spite  of  every  thing  the  rite  was  per- 
formed. Much  ingenuity  was  displayed  in  announcing  to  co- 
religionists that  the  secret  rite  was  about  to  be  performed,  such 
as  lights  being  placed  in  the  window  as  a  private  sign.  The 
noise  produced  by  grinding  a  mill  (for  the  preparation  of  the 
drugs  used  in  dressing  the  wound),  indicated  the  same  purpose, 
and  probably  served  at  the  same  time  to  drown  the  child's  cries. 

(see  <n  'K  rrairo  thvtv  a  yh  pnroD  x  h"p  rap.) 

IY.  Origin  and  Progress. 

To  the  Jew,  who  believes  in  the  Divine  Revelation  and  Com- 
mand to  Abraham  with  a  faith  which  philosophy  only 
establishes  the  more  firmly,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  believing 
that  circumcision  was  instituted  by  God  as  the  outward  and 
visible  sign  of  the  covenant.  It  has  been  argued,  however,  that 
the  rite  is  of  much  older  date  than  Abraham,  and  had  its  origin 
in  circumstances  and  among  spheres  of  thought  which  I  will 
briefly  record. 

The  writers  who  claim  for  circumcision  a  non-Abrahamic 
origin,  do  so  chiefly  on  the  authority  of  Herodotus  (Lib.  II.  36, 
37,  104),  who  states  that  it  obtained  among  the  Egyptians. 
His  words  are  c<  The  Colchians  and  the  Egyptians  are  the  only 
people  who  have  practised  circumcision  from  the  remotest 
antiquity  (air1  apxns) ;  for  the  Phoenicians,  and  the  Syrians  in 
Palestine  (Jews  ?)  confess  that'  they  have  received  it  from  the 
Egyptians.  These  are  the  only  nations  that  are  circumcised, 
and  in  this  they  seem  to  imitate  the  Egyptians  ;  but  I  am  not 
certain  whether  the  Egyptians  communicated  the  practice  to 
the  Ethiopians,  or  the  Ethiopians  to  the  Egyptians."  Too 
much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  literal  interpretation  of  the 
words  a7r'  apxw  "  from  the  beginning."  "  That  the  historian 
only  meant  these  words  to  convey  the  meaning  of  '  lost  in 
remote  antiquity/  is  evident  from  his  own  expression,  for  he 
questions  whether  the  Ethiopians  learnt  the  rite  from  the 
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Egyptians,  or  the  Egyptians  from  the  Ethiopians.  His  words 
indicate  the  further  doubt  which  was  in  his  mind,  whether  the 
rite  may  not  have  originated  with  the  Colchians ;  the  result  of 
his  testimony  being  that  he  evidently  knew  nothing  at  all  about 
the  matter.  Diodorus  Siculus  also  relates  that  the  Colchians. 
Syrians  and  Phoenicians  practised  circumcision,  whence  he  con- 
cludes that  these  nations  are  of  Egyptian  origin.  The  attesta- 
tion of  these  writers  has  misled  several  eminent  authors,  and 
induced  them  to  ascribe  the  origin  of  circumcision  to  the 
Egyptians,  as  Celsus  and  Julian  among  the  ancients,  and  Sir  J. 
Marsham  and  Spencer  among  the  moderns.  The  latter,  in  his 
valuable  work,  'De  Legibus  Hebraeorum/  gives  the  arguments 
on  both  sides,  but  inclines  to  the  opinion  that  the  rite  arose 
among  the  Egyptians." 

A  modern  writer  (Kalisch)  believes  the  origin  of  circumcision 
to  be  intimately  connected  with  the  worship  of  the  creative 
powers  of  nature,  symbolised  and  celebrated  in  the  Phallic 
rites  which  were  at  a  later  period  adopted  by  the  Greeks ;  and 
that  Abraham  accepted  it  on  his  descent  into  Egypt.  Abraham 
undoubtedly  went  into  Egypt  upwards  of  twenty  years  before 
any  mention  is  made  of  circumcision,  and  that  while  there  he 
became  acquainted  with  the  Egyptian  system  of  religion,  is 
presumable.  Josephus  (Bk.  I.  c.  viii.)  says,  that  by  the  indul- 
gence of  Pharaoh,  Abraham  had  the  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  the  most  learned  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  he  was  in  high 
repute  among  them  for  his  knowledge.  The  account  of  Josephus, 
as  to  the  main  features  of  it,  is  confirmed  by  Melo  and  Mcolaus 
Damascenus,  (see  Shuckford's  Connection,  etc.,  Yol.  II.  pp. 
34,  35).  But  the  very  circumstance  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
religion  of  the  Egyptians  would  have  determined  Abraham 
against  the  use  of  a  rite  peculiar  to  them.  It  is  not  probable 
that  the  founder  of  a  new  religion  would  commence  by  adopting 
the  rites  of  a  system  which  it  was  his  object  to  upset,  especially 
a  rite  which  had  in  it  nothing  inviting.  He  could  never  have 
hoped  to  counteract  the  influence  of  idolatry  by  maintaining 
and  perpetuating  the  ceremonies  of  a  religion  which  it  was  his 
special  mission  to  destroy.  Abraham  did  not  worship  the  powers 
of  nature,  but  their  author. 

In  like  manner,  had  circumcision  been  an  Egyptian  custom, 
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it  would  never  have  been  stamped  into  the  Jewish  religion  by 
Moses.  Be  it  always  remembered  that  the  aim  and  object,  the 
key  note,  of  most  of  the  precepts  of  the  Pentateuch  was  to  obli- 
terate the  practice  of  Egyptian  manners  and  customs  from  the 
•liberated  nation.  The  author  of  such  injunctions  as  these : 
"  After  the  doings  of  the  land  of  Egypt  wherein  ye  dwelt  shall 
ye  not  do,  .....  neither  shall  ye  walk  in  their  ordinances  " 
(Leviticus  xviii.  3);  "  they  shall  not  make  any  cuttings  in  their 
flesh  "  (Levit.  xxi.  5) ;  "  ye  shall  not  cut  yourselves "  (Deut. 
xiv.  1) ;  and  many  others  of  a  similar  nature  and  tendency 
(especially  Deut.  xxiii.  1),  would  never  for  an  instant  have 
tolerated  the  retention  of  a  memorial  of  Egyptian  worship,  a 
memorial  that  would  have  been  most  dangerous  from  its  asso- 
ciations with  a  cult  which  it  was  the  Lawgiver's  endeavour  to 
eradicate.  It  would  moreover  have  been  a  most-  glaring  absur- 
dity for  the  Bible  to  have  described  circumcision  as  a  token  of 
God's  covenant  with  Abraham  and  a  mark  of  His  peculiar 
people,  had  that  rite  at  the  time  it  was  ordained,  or  the  record 
of  it  written,  been  in  use  among  the  Egyptians  or  any  other 
nation.  That  could  not  have  been  a  particular  sign  which  was 
of  general  application. 

The  arguments  for  the  rite  having  been  first  practised  by 
Abraham,  and  learnt  from  him  by  the  Egyptians  are,  to  my 
mind,  conclusive.  The  Hittites,  or  Khitas,  an  important  sept 
of  the  races  which  before  or  about  the  time  of  Abraham  overran 
Egypt,  and  were  in  actual  possession  of  it  in  the  time  of  Joseph, 
did  not  practise  circumcision  so  late  as  the  time  of  Jacob  (Gen. 
xxxiv.  2,  14).  These  Hittites  held  the  chief  rank  among  the 
Hyksos  or  Shepherd  kings,  a  collection  of  all  the  nomadic 
hordes  of  Arabians  and  Syrians,  the  chief  part  of  them  being 
Canaanites,  whom  Abraham  found  already  established  in  Pales- 
tine. During  four  centuries  the  princes  of  Lower  Egypt,  who 
formed  two  successive  dynasties,  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth, 
had  for  neighbours  and  probably  for  masters,  those  barbarous 
invaders,  who  so  utterly  devastated  the  country,  that  not  a 
temple,  built  prior  to  that  event,  with  perhaps  one  exception, 
remains  to  teach  us  what  became  of  the  ancient  splendour  of 
Egypt  under  their  domination.  It  was  before  one  of  these 
Shepherd  kings,  called  Apophis  or  Apepi,  that  Joseph  was 
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brought ;  what  more  likely  than  that  this  race  of  Shepherds  had 
adopted  and  brought  with  them  to  Egypt  the  rite  of  circum- 
cision, which  their  leading  tribe,  the  Hivites,  had  already 
adopted,  and  which  the  conditions  of  an  eastern  climate  had 
taught  them  to  be  a  useful  one  ;  or  that  they  adopted  the 
rite  from  J oseph,  whom  they  recognised  as  inspired,  who  saved 
them  from  starvation  during  several  years,  and  to  whom  in 
gratitude  they  gave  the  title  of  honour  (Gen.  xli.  45)  "  Sustainer 
of  the  world." 

Origen,  himself  an  Egyptian,  tells  us  expressly  that  the 
practice  was  not  general  among  the  Egyptians,  but  was  con- 
fined to  the  geometricians,  astronomers,  and  diviners,  and  (at 
p.  495  of  Part  iv.  of  the  Benedictine  Edition  of  his  works),  says 
that  no  uncircumcised  person  could  get  access  to  the  Egyptian 
sciences  and  sanctuaries.  Pythagoras,  was  not  initiated  into 
the  Egyptian  mysteries  till  he  had  been  circumcised  (Clemens 
Alexand.  I.,  354).  "The  wise  men  of  Egypt  may  have 
acquired  the  rite  from  Moses,  who  was  brought  up  at  the  court 
of  their  king,  was  versed  in  al]  their  mysteries,  was  a  master  of 
the  arts  they  professed,  and  whose  power  they  had  felt  and  had 
reason  to  dread  ;  or  the  residence  among  them  of  a  circumcised 
people  for  several  centuries  will  easily  account  for  the  practice 
among  the  Egyptians." 

Further,  Pharaoh's  daughter,  when  the  child  Moses  was 
brought  to  her  in  his  ark  of  bulrushes,  said  "  this  is  one  of  the 
Hebrew  children."  It  is  probable  that  she  discovered  this  by 
the  distinctive  mark  which  he  bore,  and  which  distinguished 
him  from  Egyptian  children.  Rabbinical  writers  assert  that 
one  of  the  proofs  of  his  identity  which  Joseph  adduced  to  his 
brethren  was  that  he  bore  the  mark  of  circumcision  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  Egyptians. 

On  the  whole,  there  is  no  shadow  of  evidence  to  show  that 
circumcision  was  more  ancient  among  the  Egyptians  than 
among  the  Jews,  or  that  its  antiquity  among  the  former 
approaches  anything  near  the  time  of  Abraham.  The  statement 
of  Herodotus  must  be  received  with  extreme  caution.  The 
Greeks  ascribed  everything  that  bore  the  mark  of  great  anti- 
quity to  the  Egyptians.  Nor  can  the  testimony  of  heathen 
writers  be  held  in  very  high  estimation,  from  their  very  imper- 
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feet  knowledge  of  Jewish  history.  For  many  of  their  misre- 
presentations, see  Josephus  (Cont.  Apion).  Moreover,  compare 
the  clear  account  by  Moses  of  the  Abrahamic  origin  of  the  rite 
and  its  institution  with  the  obscure  hints  and  imperfect  con- 
jectures of  Herodotus,  who  lived  and  wrote  1,000  years  later. 
Herodotus  only  professes  to  give  the  account  imparted  to  him 
by  the  Egyptian  priesthood,  and  the  garbled  narrative  of  the 
latter  is  not  entitled  to  higher  consideration  than  the  lucid 
statement  of  Moses.  The  Philistines  in  the  reign  of  Saul,  700 
years  before  Herodotus,  did  not  circumcise,  nor  apparently  did 
the  Egyptians  in  the  time  of  Ezekiel  (Ezek.  xxxii.  19,  21,  32), 
although  Herodotus,  who  wrote  but  a  century  later,  declares 
that  they  practised  the  rite  from  time  immemorial  (see  also 
Jeremiah  ix.  26). 

The  account  of  Tacitus  is  correct  as  far  as  it  goes.  Speaking 
of  the  Jews,  he  says,  "genitalia  circumcidere  instituere,  ut 
diversitate  noscantur."  Strabo,  (Lib.  xvii.)  says  the  Egyptians 
circumcise  men  and  women,  like  the  Jews. 

Many  of  the  nations  of  the  world  have  adopted  the  rite  of 
circumcision,  none  of  them,  however,  professing  such  reasons 
for  it  as  determine  its  performance  by  Israelites.  Motives  of 
cleanliness,  or  to  remedy  physical  deformities,  have  no  doubt 
brought  it  into  use  among  many  peoples  and  in  many  countries 
widely  differing  in  religious  culture  and  standards  of  civili- 
sation. Descent  from  Ishmael  or  from  the  Keturidse  would 
explain  its  presence  in  many  instances.  In  hot  climates 
excision  of  the  hypertrophied  clitoris  seems  to  have  been 
necessitated  by  physical  malformation,  as  mentioned  by 
Arabian  and  Greek  physicians,  particularly  by  Paulus 
^Egineta,  Aetius,  Avicenna,  Albacasis,  etc.  Circumcision  is 
not  once  mentioned  in  the  Koran,  although  the  Arabs,  being 
Ishmaelites,  practised  the  rite  ages  before  Mahomed.  It  is 
held  by  the  Mahomedans  in  the  highest  respect,  and  regarded 
as  an  ancient  divine  institution.  Mahomedan  children  are 
never  circumcised  till  they  can  distinctly  pronounce  and  under- 
stand the  profession  of  their  faith,  or  at  any  age  between  six 
and  sixteen.  Their  tradition  makes  the  prophet  declare  circum- 
cision to  be  "  Sonna,"  which  expression  comprehends  such 
things,  as  not  being  absolutely  necessary,   are  nevertheless 
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meritorious  if  performed,  but  do  not  entail  punishment  if 
neglected.  Mahomed  is  stated  by  Arabian  writers  to  have 
been  born  without  a  foreskin  and  without  a  navel  string.  The 
latter  absurdity  may  be  either  the  parent  or  the  offspring  of 
that  of  the  Immaculate  Conception.* 

The  Mahomedans  cut  off  the  foreskin  by  means  of  a  knife  or 
scissors  and  a  pair  of  forceps,  but  do  not  retrovert  its  mucous 
layer  (ny^JDH  For  very  interesting  information  on  the 

subject,  see  Schtein  Schneider  liber  die  Beschneidung  der  Araber 
und  Muhammedaner. 

For  the  following  I  am  indebted  to  Rees'  Encyclopaedia. 

The  Persians  circumcise  at  any  age  from  8  days  to  10  years. 
Among  the  natives  of  Madagascar  the  foreskin  is  cut  off  at 
three  several  operations,  et  cons  anguine or um  amulantissimus 
adsistantium  praeputium  ingurgitat.  In  the  Maldive  Islands 
the  children  are  circumcised  at  7  years  of  age.  Herrera  states 
that  there  was  a  kind  of  circumcision  among  the  Mexicans, 
the  foreskin  being  cut  off  with  great  ceremony  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  birth.  The  natives  on  the  shores  of  the  Maranon, 
in  America,  practised  circumcision  among  the  men  and  excision 
among  the  women.  In  Otaheite  there  was  a  modified  form  of 
circumcision  {HawkeswortN  s  Voyages,  Yol.  II.  page  241).  The 
Copts,  though  Christians,  still  continued  the  practice ;  so  also 
the  Nubians,  Arabians,  and  the  nations  of  South  Africa ;  the 
Abyssinians,  Gallas,  Agows,  Gafats,  and  Grongas ;  the  Hotten- 
tots likewise.  The  Abyssinians  have  a  tradition  that  they 
were  in  the  earliest  times  circumcised  before  they  left  their 
native  country  and  settled  in  Tigre.  (Bruce1 's  Travels,  Yol.  III. 
p.  346).  Halevy  states  that  the  Falashas  circumcise  both  sexes 
on  the  seventh  day  of  birth  ;  and  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
rite  was  practised  by  the  Aborigines  of  Australia. 


*  According  to  Jewish  tradition,  the  following  persons  never  had  foreskins ; 
Adam,  Seth,  Noah,  Shem,  Melchizedek,  Jacob,  Joseph,  Job,  Moses,  Baalam, 
Samuel,  David,  Jeremiah,  Zerubbabel.    It  seems,  however,  that  even  as  moral 
turpitude  was  symbolised  by  artificial  prolongation  of  the  foreskin  !"6~iyn 
(see  page  15)  so  the  Rabbins  used  the  expression  bine  "born  circumcised" 

in  reference  to  those  personages,  in  the  sense  conveyed  by  the  verse  in  Jeremiah 
(Ch.  i.  5),  "  Before  I  formed  thee  in  the  belly  I  knew  thee,  and  before  thou  earnest 
forth  from  the  womb  I  sanctified  thee." 
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V.  It  is  more  than  doubtful  if  ever  women,  as  a  rule, 
practised  the  rite  of  circumcision  on  their  children.  There 
exists  no  clear  evidence  of  the  fact.  The  cases  recorded  in 
the  Talmud  in  which  the  grammatical  construction  of  the  nar- 
rative would  indicate  that  women  did  circumcise  their  offspring, 
would  all  bear  the  explanation  that  they  simply  gave  instructions 
that  the  operation  should  take  place,  but  did  not  perform  it 
with  their  own  hands.  That  in  times  of  persecution  the  strong 
religious  feelings  resident  in  the  sex  did  prompt  them,  decrees 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  to  circumcise  their  children, 
appears  from  the  circumstance  that  punishment  was  inflicted 
on  them  for  so  doing  (Maccabees).  Yet  in  one  instance  at  least, 
related  in  >^  'i  HTDJ?  HISDin  although  the  father  cir- 
cumcised his  son,  the  mother  is  sent  to  Rome  for  punishment. 
Even  the  Biblical  instance  of  Zipporah  is  explained  away  by  the 
Talmud  ('X  T"<D  HIT  11111$),  which  argues  that  she  only  caused 
the  rite  to  be  performed.  (See  Tosephot  on  the  same  passage). 
The  Talmud  disputes  the  validity  of  the  operation  if  performed 
by  a  woman ;  the  result  of  the  argument,  however,  being  that, 
rather  than  omit  the  operation  altogether,  she  may  perform  it  (see 

Ton  t>  njn  mv,  rhn  nirkn  DOffi,  rhtn  k"ys  spD  pp) ; 

and  such  operation  is  valid,  although  according  to  the  Talmud 
the  obligation  of  circumcision  rests  on  the  father,  but  is  not 
binding  on  the  mother.    (T'D  HIT  PITDJ?). 

The  attendance  on  the  child  after  the  operation  was  specially 
entrusted  to  women,  probably  skilled  nurses,  who  were  con- 
sulted also  as  to  the  state  of  the  child's  health  and  fitness 
for  being  submitted  to  it.  Many  observations  on  this  subject, 
and  on  the  manner  of  dressing  the  wound,  are  duly  and  duti- 
fully quoted  in  the  Talmud  ('X  1'hp  rOE>)  by  Abbai  in  the 
name  of  his  foster-mother,  the  medical  heroine  of  the  Gremara. 
The  cures  which  she  recommends  for  various  infantile  com- 
plaints, though  unknown  and  unsuited  to  modern  therapeutics, 
were  quite  in  accordance  with  the  science  of  the  time  at  which 
they  were  recommended. 

Occasionally  we  find  laymen  occupying  themselves  with  the 

performance  of  the  rite,  *&jnS  IMH  rhliT  H  '2  h"p  fD^) 
(fllp^rn  DX  hfoW  but  more  usually  when  the  operator  is 


24 


mentioned,  he  is  stated  to  have  been  a  surgeon.  There  are 
many  passages  in  the  Talmud  to  this  effect ;  for  instance, 
X  yt  nirflb  O  W  HIT  mny,  also  Josephus  Antiq.  xx.  4. 
Among  the  ten  persons  and  things  declared  by  the  Gemara 
('1  P  pnn^D)  to  be  necessary  and  essential  in  every  city, 
is  the  XBYl  surgeon,  for  the  purpose,  as  explained  by  Eashi, 
of  circumcising  the  children.  The  Uman  plX  so  frequently 
mentioned  in  the  Talmud  in  connection  with  circumcision  seems 
to  have  been,  if  not  a  surgeon,  at  least  a  person  who  performed 
minor  surgical  operations ;  he  may  have  been  the  barber-sur- 
geon of  Talmudic  times.  (See  Eashi  on  '2  P  pTttD).  An 
instance  of  serious  mischief  occurring  after  the  performance 
of  the  operation  by  an  unskilled  person  is  given  ('X  Pf/p 
Abraham  is  said  to  have  circumcised  himself  (Pill  rWfcHU). 

The  greatest  possible  care  was  taken  and  enjoined  that  no 
child  should  be  circumcised  unless  it  was  in  perfect  health. 

hn      in  jw     xSx  \hb  px      x  rbn  ci  tram 

It  was  minutely  examined  as  to  its  circulation,  respiration, 
digestion,  and  general  strength  ('X  fQG?).  Any  here- 
ditary tendency  to  the  hemorrhagic  diathesis,  or  to  congenital 
debility  (O  YD  HIM*)  was  held  sufficient  to  delay  the  opera- 
tion indefinitely.  Even  the  temperature  and  state  of  the 
weather  were  taken  into  account  ('X  yy  filDl*).  In  the 
emphatic  language  of  Maimonides,  "  Danger  to  health  or  life 
abrogates  all  law ;  circumcision  can  be  delayed,  but  a  life  once 
lost  can  never  be  restored. " 

It  was  permitted  to  perform  the  operation  with  any  instru- 
ment, except  the  sharp  edge  of  a  reed,  which  was  forbidden  on 
account  of  the  spiculae  (f3  HD  J  Flint  knives  were  used 

by  Zipporah  and  Joshua.  As  a  rule,  the  use  of  iron  for  surgical 
purposes  was  held  in  disfavor  by  the  Talmudists.  Abbai  recom- 
mends ('X  )y  T\)t2^)  the  use  of  a  barley  corn  for  distending 
and  denuding  the  edges  of  a  fistulous  opening  into  the  urethra. 
His  foster-mother,  before  mentioned,  advocates  the  same  means 
as  instrumental  in  operations  for  congenital  occlusion  of  the 
anus  ('X  Y/p  fQ^).  A  bone-knife  for  removing  hyper-gra- 
nulations from  wounds  is  also  recommended  yy  p7lJ"|)-  ^n 
all  these  instances  a  metal  instrument  for  effecting  the  object 
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in  view  is  stated  to  be  particularly  objectionable.  Nevertheless, 
for  circumcision  steel  seems  to  have  been  in  common  use,  as 
appears  from  'K  h"p  J"Qfc?. 

The  intention  of  the  operator  was  legislated  for.  His  mind, 
at  the  time  of  the  operation,  had  to  be  occupied  with  the  idea 
that  he  was  executing  a  divine  command,  impressing  the  seal 
of  God's  covenant  with  Abraham  concerning  the  unity 
PlS*D  rVMB) ;  and  for  that  reason  it  was  forbidden  to 
have  a  child  circumcised  by  a  Cuthean  ('X  '2  T2  HIT  PTTQJ?) 
Nor  was  the  operator  allowed  to  make  his  performance  of  the 
operation  depend  on  payment.  A  person  so  mercenary  was 
deemed  unworthy  the  high  privilege  of  being  the  medium  of 
symbolising  God's  covenant  ;  and  to  him,  or  to  one  who  operated 
carelessly  or  negligently,  were  applied  the  words  of  Jeremiah 
(xlviii.  10).  "Cursed  be  he  who  doeth  the  work  of  the  Lord  deceit- 
fully ;  and  cursed  be  he  who  withholdeth  his  knife  from 
blood." 

VI.  It  is  somewhat  doubtful  when  the  supplemental  opera- 
tion of  njTIS  —  tearing  backwards  the  inner  mucous  lamella  of 
the  foreskin,  was  instituted.  Different  opinions  are  given  in 
the  Talmud  and  its  commentators  ('U  N^J?  HID^)  as  to  whether 
it  was  practised  by  Abraham ;  many  of  the  Rabbins  inclining 
to  the  belief  that  J oshua  was  the  first  who  established  it  as  a 
rite,  when  about  to  lead  the  Israelites  into  the  promised  land. 
Other  writers  place  its  institution  so  late  as  the  time  of  the 
Maccabees.  It  is  not  practised  by  either  the  Karaites  or  the 
Mahomedans,  the  tradition  of  the  latter  being  that  it  was  not 
performed  on  their  ancestor  Ishmael.  It  is  remarkable  that  in 
the  many  discussions  in  the  Talmud  concerning  the  Arabians 
and  Gabnunim,  nations  which  circumcised,  the  omission  of 
revulsion  by  these  is  not  mentioned ;  no  less  remarkable  is  it 
that  the  Gemara  ('K  Pi  /p  rQ£?  Eashi  and  Tosephot)  and  even 
the  later  Rabbinical  authorities,  do  not  specifically  insist  on 
the  PlJTIS  on  the  admission  of  an  adult  proselyte  previously 
circumcised,  but  simply  on  JV15  D1  HStOPl  "  the  blood  of  the 
covenant."     (See  also  IfiD  »*B  Snj  f^yh  DW  KJHH  ISO 

(nhw  is  Kjp&p  W  n^ya,  q  "  nil  rrroy  w  *p  dw 
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There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  revulsion  of  the  mucous 
layer  of  the  foreskin  is  an  essentially  constituent  element  of  the  rite 
of  circumcision.  It  is  so  declared  in  the  Talmud  I"7p  rQB>) 
and  it  is  clear  that  the  object  of  the  operation,  namely,  the 
complete  denudation  of  the  glans  penis,  could  not  be  accom- 
plished without  it,  and  it  is  the  means  of  preserving  inviolate 
the  external  sign  and  pledge  of  the  covenant.  Among  the 
Mahomedans  it  is  absolutely  impossible  after  a  few  years  to  say 
in  any  given  case  whether  circumcision  has  been  performed  at 
all  or  not,  for  as  is  not  practised,  the  soft  elastic  skin  of 

the  penis  easily  comes  forward  and  re-covers  the  glans. 
(E.  Kollin,  Die  Beschneidung,  S.  20).  To  this  day  therefore  the 
performance  of  njT*")S  is  a  distinct  rite  among  the  Jews,  com- 
pletely distinguishing  them  from  even  those  nations  of  the 
world  who  practise  circumcision.  (See  also  Munk's  translation 
of  the  Moreh,  Yol.  III.  p.  418,  who  speaks  of  the  difference  in 
the  rite  as  practised  by  the  Jews  and  other  nations.  He  quotes 
several  authors  on  the  subject). 


VII.  The  Talmud  (O  j'hp  ME>)  decrees  that  immediately 
after  the  amputation  of  the  foreskin,  the  operator  shall,  by 
means  of  his  lips,  apply  suction  to  the  wound,  and  cause 
the  blood  to  flow ;  and  this  is  ordained  as  a  remedial  measure, 
the  omission  of  which,  like  neglecting  the  dressing  of  the 
raw  surface,  is  declared  to  be  fraught  with  danger  to 
the  child  ;  and  it  is  further  ordained  that  the  operator  who 
is  guilty  of  such  omission,  shall  be  deprived   of  his  office. 

Kin  niDD  vhy  vb  ^  yn  t\x  *in  n^D 

Suction  was  formerly  applied  to  all  wounds  which  were  sup- 
posed to  be  poisoned ;  the  instance  of  Queen  Eleanor  and  King 
Edward,  when  the  latter  was  wounded  in  Palestine,  will  recur 
to  the  reader  of  English  history.  But,  as  stated  in  a  previous 
section,  all  wounds  occasioned  by  iron  instruments  were  regarded 
in  Talmudic  times  as  poisoned,  and  this  probably  accounts  for 
the  act  of  suction  being  prescribed  as  a  remedy  in  circumcision. 
The  reasons  given  in  the  Talmud  for  the  act  are  not  theological, 
but  scientific — namely,  the  apprehended  effects  on  the  child  of 


27 


its  omission — and  therefore  ought  to  be  considered  from  a  scien- 
tific, not  a  theological  point  of  view.  It  is  then  unquestionable 
that,  viewed  by  the  light  of  modern  surgery,  the  sucking  of  the 
wound  as  a  preventive  or  remedial  measure,  is  utterly  useless. 
The  Talmud  abounds  with  medical  prescriptions ;  and  the  in- 
applicability of  these  to  modern  types  of  disease,  has  not  escaped 
the  notice  of  later  Eabbinical  writers,  who  have  over  and  over 
again  ordained,  that  no  one  shall  have  recourse  to,  or  rely  on 
such  prescriptions.    (See  These  writers  con- 

stantly remind  their  readers,  that,  in  regard  to  matters 
medical  and  sanitary  "circumstances  have  now  changed" 
(P^yn  rOn&SO  Even  in  the  case  of  circumcision,  it 

was  considered  dangerous,  at  the  time  of  the  Doctors  of 
the  Talmud,  to  omit  bathing  the  child  in  warm  water, 
both  immediately  before  and  immediately  after  the  ope- 
ration,  and    also    on    the    third    day    thereafter.  (See 

c  «  nm  nwtt  'K  &'D  twins,  a  ro  psrity  o  nhp  nn&r 

Nevertheless,  the  "ply  \rh&  itself  ('&  p"D  "K7B>  DWH  PITIX) 

declares  that,  although  the  omission  of  bathing  was  considered 
dangerous  in  those  times,  it  is  not  so  now,  and  that  therefore 
it  is  not  permitted  to  warm  water  on  the  Sabbath  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  very  drugs  and  dressings  ordered  in  the  Talmud  for 
applying  to  the  wound  are  now  no  longer  used.  The  same  Tal- 
mudic  authority  (N£iD  H)  who  pronounced  that  the  omission 
of  suction  would  involve  danger  to  the  child,  also  opined 
that  to  perform  an  operation  on  a  cloudy  day,  or  when  a 
hot  south  wind  blows,  would  be  a  dangerous  proceeding; 

'n  dwis      D^ni  rrs  ism  xrrKm    pn»a  xSi  p^na 

and  he  looked  upon  the  immunity  which  prevailed  from  his 
advice  being  disregarded,  as  the  result  of  a  special  intervention 
of  providence.  And  if  experience  be  worth  aught  as  weighed 
against  theory,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  Paris,  Vienna, 
Presburg,  Wurtemburg,  Belgium,  and  other  places,  (see  Salo- 
mon, Beschn.  p.  61;  Orient.  Litblt.,  1845,  p.  265),  the  abolition 
of  the  act  of  suction  after  circumcision,  has  not  been  found  to 
produce  any  difference  in  the  health  of  the  child,  or  to  retard 
the  healing  of  the  wound. 
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III.  There  is  no  reference  in  the  Talmud  to  Elijah  the 
Prophet  in  connection  with  the  rite  of  circumcision.  The  fol- 
lowing apologue  is  related,  however,  in  the  Pirke  E-.  Eleazar : 
"  During  the  reign  of  King  Ahab  and  Jezebel  his  Queen,  the 
children  of  Israel,  in  one  of  those  moments  of  madness  which 
sometimes  seize  a  nation,  resolved  to  discontinue  the  practice  of 
a  rite  which  reminded  them  too  frequently  and  too  forcibly  of  re- 
ligious obligations  which  they  would  fain  have  forgotten.  This 
formed  the  subject  of  the  prophet's  complaint,  '  for  the  children 
of  Israel  have  forsaken  Thy  covenant'  (1  Kings  xix.  10 — 14). 
By  the  powerful  exhortation  of  Elijah,  after  the  destruction  of 
the  prophets  of  Baal,  the  rite  was  re-established.  And  it 
was  therefore  ordained  that  on  every  occasion  on  which  circum- 
cision was  performed,  a  special  throne  or  chair  should  be  placed 
for  Elijah,  and  his  example  invoked."  (The  narrative  is  also 
quoted  by  the  y'fcfl  ft  ^  j^j-p  tSNffa.  JYDYD  HJH  PHV  YtD 
Sp       'f?  nmT,  VWn  Within  this  concrete  con- 

ception lies  hidden  of  course  the  true  idea  of  the  virtual,  not 
actual,  presence  at  the  rite  of  him  who  declared,  "  I  have  been 
very  jealous  for  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts  of  the  continual  force 
of  his  spirit,  especially  in  that  ordinance  which  indicates 
more  forcibly  than  any  other  the  priesthood  of  the  Jewish  race, 
the  teachers  of  God's  unity ;  "  that  His  way  may  be  known 
upon  earth,  His  saving  health  among  all  nations/' 

It  would  hardly  appear  necessary  to  state  explicitly,  that  the 
Rabbins  who  ordained  this  practice  of  placing  a  chair  for  Elijah 
(JYDI  njn  rnV)  never  had  the  remotest  idea  of  an  idolatrous 
invocation  of  the  prophet.  Such  an  accusation,  which  has, 
however,  been  made,  involves  the  absurd  supposition  that  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  very  elements  of  a  religion  which  teaches 
that  it  is  equally  idolatrous  to  pray  to  the  most  powerful  arch- 
angel, as  to  the  most  abject  worm  ('N  '12  J^IPI) ;  a  religion 
whose  essential  characteristic  is  that  it  scouts  and  abjures  even 
the  most  indirect  idea  of  a  mediator  or  intercessor  between  the 
Creator  and  the  creature.  The  charge  may,  and  probably  did, 
arise  from  a  misunderstanding  of  the  exigencies  of  an  Eastern 
language,  which  knew  no  other  way  of  impressing  and  enforcing 
the  prophet's  example,  and  inciting  every  Jew  to  emulate  his 
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zeal,  than  by  invoking  his  presence.  In  like  manner  the  ex- 
clamation in  the  service  :  "  This  chair  is  dedicated  to  Elijah 
the  prophet/'  simply  means  that  the  act  for  which  the  chair  is 
placed  is  not  merely  a  surgical  operation,  but  is  a  ceremony  of 
serious  import,  the  embodiment  of  the  most  solemn  considera- 
tions, a  rite  with  which,  as  stated  above,  the  name  of  the  prophet 
is  intimately  connected ;  in  the  allegorical  language  of  the 
Rabbins  "  if  Elijah's  memory  be  not  invoked,  he  will  not  attend;" 
that  is,  the  true  spirit  and  intention  of  the  rite  must  be  present 
to  the  minds  of  those  who  perform  and  witness  it,  otherwise  it 
will  not  fulfil  the  original  purpose  of  its  institution.  The  con- 
ditions and  objects  of  the  covenant  in  the  aggregate  were  per- 
sonified and  typified  under  the  figure  of  "  The  angel  of  the 
covenant,"  in  the  same  sense  as  the  characteristic  qualities  of  a 
race,  with  its  tendencies,  aspirations,  energies  and  mission  were 
collectively  represented  as  "  The  angel  of  the  nation,"  in  modern 
language,  "the  spirit  of  the  people,"  and  as  the  principle  which 
pervades  and  animates  the  nations  generally  at  any  given 
period  is  called  "The  spirit  of  the  time,"  or  "The  genius  of  the 
age/'  The  title,  "Angel  of  the  Covenant/'  is  a  Biblical  one  ; 
compare  Malachi,  iii.  1,  with  the  same  book,  iv.  5.  The 
introduction  into  the  ritual  of  the  sentences  concerning  Elijah 
is  very  modern,  and  by  some  congregations  they  were  not 
accepted.  I  do  not  advocate  their  retention,  but  would  simply 
defend  those  who  formulated  the  ritual  from  the  charge  of 
idolatry. 


IX.  The  person  to  whom  is  entrusted  the  duty  of  support- 
ing the  child  during  the  operation  is  called  the  "Sandoc" 
which  is  the  same  as  avvrefcvos,  the  Greek  word  employed  by 
the  Church  to  denote  a  god-father;  in  Hebrew,  the  flv-^  hty2 
(KW  nrUPD  K">  jTD  ntn  Itjn  mV) ;  and  the  lady  who 
carries  the  child  to  the  door  of  the  room  in  which  it  is  to  be 
circumcised  is  called  the  mn  rHJtt  (Tnplfc).  The  function 
of  the  Sandoc  is  considered  highly  important.    The  Midrash 

(rrj^n  'D  *y\yw  Bipwi      tw)  on  Psaim  xxxv.  10, 

"All  my  bones  shall  say,  '0  Lord,  who  is  like  unto  Thee!'" 
makes  David  say :  "  I  praise  Thee  and  perform  Thy  precepts 
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with  all  my  limbs  and  organs;  on  my  head  I  wear  phylacteries 
(j  which  cause  me  to  ponder  on  and  proclaim  Thy  Unity," 

and  after  enumerating  the  various  members  of  his  body,  and 
how  they  were  devoted  to  God's  service,  "  with  my  thighs  I 
support  children  while  they  are  being  initiated  into  Thy  cove- 
vant."  So  the  commentator  on  the  Targum  of  Jonathan,  on 
the  verse  (Gen.  1.  23)  "  the  children  also  of  Machir,  the  son  of 
Manasseh,  were  brought  up  (Heb.  'born')  upon  Joseph's  knees," 
translates  "  were  circumcised  on  Joseph's  knees."  In  the  alle- 
gorical language  of  the  Midrash,  the  Almighty  is  said  to  have 
acted  as  Sandoc  to  our  father  Abraham,  that  is,  He  supported 
and  sustained  him  while  he  circumcised  himself;  and  with  like 
meaning,  and  on  another  occasion,  the  angel  Gabriel 
=  the  power  of  God)  is  said  to  have  acted  in  the  same  capacity. 
In  Rabbinical  writings  the  knees  of  the  Sandoc  are  compared 
to  the  altar  of  Frankincense,  not  the  altar  on  which  blood- 
sacrifices  were  offered.  The  various  spices  which  composed  the 
incense  were  supposed  to  typify  the  faculties  of  the  mind  and 
the  inclinations  of  the  heart,  the  dedication  of  which  to  the 
service  of  God  was  symbolised  under  the  rite  of  circumcision. 
It  seems  to  have  been  formerly  the  custom  that  the  Sandoc 
defrayed  the  expenses  of  the  repast  following  the  rite,  or  at 
least  to  have  made  a  present  to  the  child. 

X.  It  is  customary  for  the  Mohel  to  read  prayers  publicly  in 
the  Synagogue  on  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  he  operates ; 
or  at  least  to  read  aloud  the  song  of  Moses  (Exod.  xv.)  in  the 
morning  service.  The  custom  arose  from  a  literal  interpreta- 
tion of  the  verse  (Psalm  cxlix.  6)  "  Let  the  high  praises  of 
God  be  in  their  mouth,  and  a  two-edged  sword  in  their  hand." 

XI.  The  custom  of  placing  a  drop  of  wine  in  the  infant's 
mouth  when  the  passage  in  the  service  "  And  I  said  unto  thee 
when  thou  wast  in  thy  blood,  Live  !"  is  recited,  is  variously  ac- 
counted for.  It  is  perhaps  on  account  of  the  Talmudic  expres- 
sion (O  Mirm)  "That  the  wine-cup  which  has  been  blessed, 
imparts  a  blessing;"  wine,  according  to  the  Eabbins,  sym- 
bolizing life.    The  commentators  write  that  the  passage  men- 
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tioned  is  twice  repeated,  because  it  is  intended  to  apply  both 
to  this  and  to  a  future  state  of  existence — "  Live  in  this  world, 
Live  in  that  which  is  to  come." 

XII.  The  child  receives  its  name  at  the  time  it  is  initiated 
into  the  covenant.  It  was  an  ancient  custom,  of  which  there 
are  many  illustrations  in  the  Bible,  to  give  a  new  name  to  an 
individual  on  his  accession  to  any  great  dignity,  or  consecration 
to  any  particular  service.  The  name  of  Abraham,  "  A  father 
of  many  nations  19  was  conferred  on  our  great  ancestor  on  the 
occasion  of  the  institution  of  circumcision  (Gen.  xvii.  5). 

XIII.  Most  of  the  prayers  said  on  the  occasion  of  a  circum- 
cision are  of  very  ancient  origin.  The  benedictions  before  and 
after  the  rite  are  given  in  the  Talmud  (0  vhp  fDG?).  The 
prayer  commencing  "  Preserve  this  child  to  his  parents  "  is  of 
much  later  date. 

XI Y.  It  is  customary  to  either  burn  or  bury  the  amputated 
foreskin.     The  former  practice  is  founded  on  a  passage  in 

rby  ys\  wra     m  k  k     nyen  >*\b    spo  mpb* 
bhi  wnt?  rhysi  d^d  rni&pa  mpn  ^sb  niSnyn  b&  jnn 

The  burying  is  founded  on  the  same  Midrash,  VDBPH  T£1 
on  the  verse   2pJT  IStf  H^Jb         It  is   enjoined  in  the 

nrDi  'D  njn  mv ;  also  in  the  rre  ifi    *p  um 

XY.  It  is  ordained  (iYD1"}  HJTI  PHV)  that  the  operation  be 
followed  by  a  repast  in  order  to  testify  the  joy  of  the  parents 
on  being  permitted  by  Providence  to  initiate  their  child  into 
the  Abrahamic  covenant.  "  The  precepts  for  the  performance 
of  which  Israel  have  sacrificed  their  lives,  they  shall  practise 
in  happiness  "  ('tf  Tp  MB?),  and  the  verse  of  scripture  (Psalm 
1.5)  "  Gather  my  righteous  ones  together  unto  me,  those  who 
have  made  a  covenant  with  me  on  the  occasion  of  a  sacrifice/' 
has  been  made  to  indicate  the  appropriateness  of  the  festive 
gathering. 

XYI.  I  regret  that  is  impossible  to  collect  accurate  statis- 
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tics  on  the  subject  of  infantile  circumcision.  While  there  is 
no  operation  in  surgery  so  regularly  practised  on  infants  of 
a  tender  age  as  circumcision,  the  unwritten  records  of  those 
who,  without  being  skilled  witnesses,  are  nevertheless  extensive 
observers,  are  most  favourable  to  the  innocuousness  of  the 
operation,  and  their  testimony  is  amply  corroborated  by  ope- 
rators of  the  widest  experience.  Considering  the  many  derange- 
ments, both  local  and  constitutional,  to  which  infants  of  eight 
days  old  are  subject,  it  is  perhaps  no  wonder  that  such  derange- 
ments, terminating  often  in  death,  have  been  occasionally 
and  erroneously  attributed  to  the  effects  of  circumcision,  and 
that  the  post  hoc,  ergo  propter  hoc  line  of  argument  has  been 
made  to  do  vicarious  duty.  Most  undoubtedly  the  pain  of  the 
operation  is  not  equal  to  that  occasioned  by  the  barbarous 
custom  of  piercing  children's  ears,  nor  is  the  constitutional 
disturbance  anything  like  that  produced  by  vaccination;  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  circumcision  is  more  painful 
or  more  dangerous  than  are  those  very  innocent  operations. 
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LAWS  APPERTAINING  TO  THE  RITE 
OF  CIRCUMCISION. 


On  whom  the  Duty  of  Cir- 
cumcision devolves. 

1.  Circumcision  is  the  greatest  of  the  affirmative  precepts  of  the 
Law,  which  makes  it  obligatory  on  every  Jewish  father  to  cir- 
cumcise his  son  on  the  eighth  day  of  his  birth  ;  and  if  from  any 
cause  whatever  the  father  should  voluntarily  or  involuntarily 
omit  to  have  the  operation  performed  on  that  day,  he  is  still 
responsible  for  the  due  performance  of  the  rite.  2.  Should 
the  father  neglect  to  have  his  son  circumcised,  the  Beth  Din, 
if  it  be  in  their  power,  are  bound  to  have  it  done ;  and  every 
day  which  the  father  and  Beth  Din  permit  to  elapse  without 
having  this  operation  performed  on  the  child,  they  are  guilty 
of  transgressing  the  Divine  Commandment.  3.  Should  they 
also  neglect  or  be  unable  to  perform  this  duty,  the  mother, 
relatives,  and  in  fact,  every  Jew  is  bound  to  promote  its  fulfilment ; 
failing  such,  the  child  is  bound,  when  he  grows  up,  to  have  him- 
self circumcised,  and  every  day  that  he  permits  to  pass  without 
having  had  this  done  he  incurs  the  penalty  of  excision.  4.  The 
father's  consent  must  be  obtained  prior  to  circumcising  his  child, 
unless  he  shall  have  neglected  the  duty,  and  rendered  it  incum- 
bent on  the  Beth  Din  or  others  to  circumcise  the  child,  when,  ac- 
cording to  J  ewish  law,  it  maybe  done  even  against  the  parent's  will . 
5.  If  it  is  at  all  possible  for  the  father  to  perform  the  operation  him- 
self, he  must  do  so.  6.  The  operator  should  be  of  irreproachable 
moral  character.  7.  The  operation  must  be  performed  by  an 
Israelite  who  believes  that  circumcision  is  a  rite  of  Divine  institu- 
tion. 8.  Having  once  appointed  a  person  to  operate,  the  appoint- 
ment cannot  be  recalled;  nevertheless,  if  a  father,  who  is  himself 
an  operator,  presents  the  performing  of  the  rite  to  another  person, 
thinking  that  he  himself  will  not  be  able  to  officiate,  and  then 
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finds  that  he  can  do  so,  the  father  takes  precedence.  9.  The 
father  of  the  child  must  stand  next  to  the  Mohel  during  the 
operation  and  the  subsequent  prayers,  to  show  that  he 
authorises  the  proceedings.  Should  it  be  impossible  for  the 
father  to  be  present,  the  operation  must  not  on  that  account 
be  delayed.  10.  The  appointment  of  a  Mohel  is  not  vested 
in  the  mother.  11.  Therefore  where  there  is  no  father,  the 
grandfather,  or  other  nearest  relative  on  the  father's  side,  or  the 
executor,  must  act  in  his  place.  12.  Should  there  be  no  such 
relatives,  or  should  they  fail  to  act,  the  duty  devolves  on  the 
Beth  Din.  13.  A  Mohel  who  makes  a  charge  for  his  services 
deserves  the  gravest  censure,  and  his  conduct  is  utterly  un- 
worthy of  his  Jewish  descent.  Should  he  absolutely  refuse  to 
operate  without  remuneration,  and  it  be  not  in  the  power  of 
the  Beth  Din  to  compel  him,  his  charge  must  be  defrayed  from 
the  congregational  funds. 


ii.  rfy  foT]  Dlpft.    The  Parts  anatomically  concerned. 

1.  For  the  purposes  of  this  operation  it  is  necessary  to  know 
the  names  and  relations  of  parts,  as  follows :  2.  The  penis 
(rH^n  fc^N^j  *nX>  n^X)  ends  in  front  in  an  enlargement, 
termed  the  glans  (H^tD^),  which  is  slightly  compressed  above  and 
below,  and  which  presents  at  its  summit  a  vertical  fissure,  the 
external  orifice  of  the  urinary  duct  (H^Nil  3.  The  glans 

is  somewhat  conical ;  its  upper  aspect  is  larger  than  its  lower, 
where  it  is  connected  with  the  orifice  by  a  fold  of  skin,  called 

the  frsenum  (Pl^H  ^p)-  4.  The  base  of  the  glans,  which 
is  wider  than  the  body  of  the  penis,  forms  a  rounded  projecting 
border,  named  the  corona  glandis  (T^H  tppDH  tOlPin). 

5.  Behind  the  corona  is  a  constriction,  called  the  neck  (cervix). 

6.  All  these  structures  are  covered  by  and  enclosed  within 
the  prepuce  or  foreskin  which  consists  of  two  parts, 
the  external  layer  of  skin,  or  foreskin  proper,  and  an  inner  thin 
skin,  (nj?H£n  which  is  in  immediate  contact  with  the 
glans.    7.  This  inner  skin  occasionally  consists  of  two  layers, 
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in.  pa  Manner  of  Performing  the  Operation. 

1.  Gently  pressing  the  skin  of  the  penis  backwards,  between  the 
first  and  second  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  grasp  the  prepuce  with 
the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  so  as  to  be  certain  of 
the  exact  spot  where  the  glans  terminates  and  the  prepuce 
begins.  2.  Still  holding  firmly  with  the  finger  and  thumb  of  the 
left  hand,  slip  the  prepuce  thus  constricted  into  the  cleft  of  a 
metal  shield,  so  as  to  protect  the  glans,  and,  3.  with  one  rapid 
sweep  of  a  sharp,  clean  knife,  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  shield, 
sever  the  prepuce  from  the  body.  The  shield  must  be  placed 
obliquely  to  the  plane  of  the  body,  in  such  a  manner  that  more 
of  the  prepuce  is  removed  from  the  upper  than  from  the  under 
portion  of  the  penis  ;  in  other  words,  the  fraenum  (see  Chap.  ii. 
Sect.  3)  is  to  be  avoided,  or  troublesome  haemorrhage  may 
be  the  result.  4.  Insert  the  sharpened  points  of  the  thumb 
nails  within  the  edge  of  the  inner  layer  of  foreskin,  the 
nyH^Jl  Ity,  taking  special  care  not  to  include  the  lips  of  the 
urinary  orifice,  and  tear  the  skin  backwards  on  the  upper  surface 
of  the  glans,  towards  each  side.  This  skin  must  be  torn  back- 
wards, right  into  the  neck,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  glans,  in- 
cluding the  corona,  is  completely  and  thoroughly  uncovered  in 
every  portion.  In  this  particular  being  efficiently  observed 
consists  the  very  essence  of  the  operation.  Should  any  particle 
of  the  skin  remain  adherent  to  the  glans,  it  must  be  removed 
before  the  rite  is  completed.  Should  this  skin  be  so  tough  as 
to  be  tear  able  only  by  an  unjustifiable  amount  of  violence,  as  in 
a  grown-up  child  or  an  adult,  it  must  be  slit  backwards  with  a 
fine  pair  of  scissors,  one  blade  of  which  is  probe-pointed. 
f  Eye-scissors '  are  suitable  for  the  purpose.  In  an  adult,  after 
slitting  the  skin  backwards,  it  is  well  to  carry  the  scisssors 
round  the  corona  glandis,  so  as  to  remove  the  nj?**l£TI  "fijj 
altogether ;  the  wound  heals  more  easily,  and  no  unsightly 
excrescences  are  left.  5.  Blood  must  then  be  caused  to  flow 
from  the  wound  by  suction ;  taking  a  little  wine  in  his 
mouth,  let  the  Mohel  draw  the  wounded  part  gently  with  his 
lips.  'The  duties  of  personal  cleanliness  cannot  be  too  strongly 
impressed  on  the  Mohel,  especially  as  regards  his  nails  and 
mouth,  which  are  more  immediately  concerned  in  this  operation. 
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The  act  of  suction  is  omitted  in  an  adult  or  in  a  grown-up 
child.  6.  The  manner  of  dressing  the  wound  is  very  material, 
the  chief  object  to  be  held  in  view  being  to  prevent  the  glans 
being  retracted  within  the  divided  skin,  in  which  case  the 
object  of  the  operation  would  be  defeated.  The  best  method  is 
to  surround  the  neck  of  the  penis  behind  the  glans  with  a  small 
band  of  lint,  about  5  inches  long  by  §  of  an  inch  wide,  cut 
smooth  at  the  edges,  so  that  no  loose  threads  adhere.  This  band 
is  easily  retained  in  its  place  by  a  narrow  slip  of  cambric  or  fine 
linen  twisted  above  it.  Then  cover  [the  bared  glans  with  a 
piece  of  lint,  about  2§  inches  square,  and  dress  the  child  with 
napkins,  etc.  The  child  should  be  kept  at  perfect  rest  after 
the  operation,  so  as  to  prevent  the  risk  of  haemorrhage,  and  the 
napkins  changed  every  six  hours.  If  the  narrow  slip  of  linen 
fastening,  mentioned  above,  be  untwisted  from  18  to  24  hours 
after  the  operation,  the  lint  dressing  will  shortly  fall  off  with- 
out further  trouble.  Should  it  continue  to  adhere  more  than 
48  hours  after  the  operation,  a  warm  poultice  of  bread  and 
water  will  hasten  its  removal.  The  dressing  must  on  no 
account  be  roughly  removed  with  the  fingers.  7.  After  placing 
the  shield  on  the  portion  to  be  cut  off,  and  before  cutting,  the 
Mohel  says  the  blessing,  "  Who  hath  commanded  us  concerning 
the  Circumcision."  8.  Immediately  after  the  amputation,  and 
before  the  njp*1fin  "\)]J  is  torn  backwards,  the  father  of  the  child 
says  the  blessing,  "  Who  hath  commanded  us  to  initiate  our 
children  into  the  Covenant  of  our  father  Abraham."  9.  Should 
a  child  be  circumcised,  and  the  inner  skin  PlJ^^TSPl  ^fij?  not  torn 
backwards,  he  is  regarded  as  one  uncircumcised.  10.  A  Mohel 
who  omits  to  draw  the  blood  from  the  wound  by  suction  is  to  be 
debarred  from  again  operating.  11.  Should  any  portion  of  the 
foreskin,  or  of  its  inner  layer  the  njT^iDn  HJJ  remain,  so  that 
the  larger  portion  of  the  glans,  or  its  corona,  in  its  length  or 
breadth,  is  not  entirely  uncovered  throughout,  the  child  is 
as  if  uncircumcised,  and  the  portions  of  skin  remaining  must 
be  removed.  12.  A  small  portion  remaining,  covering  only 
a  very  small  part  of  the  length  or  circumference  of 
the  glans,  and  not  being  prolonged  from  the  penis  to  the 
glans  across  the  fossa,  does  not  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of 
the  operation.    13.  Even  should  the  operation  take  place  on  a 
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Sabbath  or  Holyday,  that  day  being  the  eighth  day  of  the  child's 
birth,  the  portions  of  skin,  mentioned  in  11,  must  be  removed 
at  once,  seeing  that  to  leave  them  would  invalidate  the 
operation.  14.  The  removal  mentioned  in  section  11,  must 
be  performed  in  the  daytime,  not  at  night.  15.  It  occa- 
sionally happens  that  the  orifice  of  the  prepuce  is  so  wide  that 
the  glans  projects  partially  through  it,  and  when  this  prepuce 
is  amputated  the  inner  layer  of  skin,  the  njT^SPl  is  so  far 
retracted  as  to  make  it  appear  that  no  tearing  is  necessary.  It 
must,  nevertheless,  be  torn  backwards  beyond  the  corona 
glandis.  16.  As  mentioned  in  Chap.  II.,  the  inner  layer  of 
skin  (njT")£n  ^TlJ?)  is  sometimes  double,  and  the  Mohel  having 
torn  one  only,  leaves  the  child  practically  uncircumcised.  The 
greatest  care  and  circumspection  must  be  taken  that  this  does  not 
occur  :  all  hurry  being  avoided,  the  part  must  be  minutely  and 
deliberately  examined,  and  the  second  skin  removed.  17.  On 
removing  the  prepuce,  there  is  occasionally  found  a  quantity  of 
inspissated  mucus,  having  the  appearance  of  a  skin.  This 
must  not  be  mistaken  for  the  true  nj^l^n  ^llj^.  18.  It  must 
be  strongly  impressed  on  the  Mohel  that  the  njT'lSn  must 
be  torn  or  divided  backwards,  not  simply  stretched  open  for  the 
glans  to  project.  Such  an  operation  would  leave  the  child 
practically  uncircumcised.  The  risk  of  its  occurrence  is  much 
enhanced  when  a  not  sufficient  portion  of  the  prepuce  has  been 
removed  (see  Sect.  24  of  this  chap.).  19.  It  sometimes  occurs 
in  a  child  who  has  been  properly  circumcised  and  whose  skin 
is  more  than  usually  tender  and  elastic,  or  who  is  unusually 
fat,  that  in  course  of  time  the  skin  of  the  penis  becomes  flaccid, 
or  the  penis  retracts,  and  the  child  appears  as  if  it  had  never 
been  circumcised.  Under  these  circumstances,  if,  when 
examined  during  an  erection,  a  third  part  of  the  glans  is  visible, 
a  further  operation  need  not  take  place,  except  for  the  sake  of  ap- 
pearance. Competent  and  trustworthy  testimony  must,  how- 
ever, be  produced,  to  prove  that  the  child  was  originally  properly 
and  efficiently  circumcised.  A  secondary  operation  for  appear- 
ance's sake  is  not  to  be  permitted  under  the  circumstances  de- 
tailed in  this  section,  should  leprosy  have  made  its  appearance  in 
the  prolapsing  skin.  20.  Nevertheless,  for  appearance's  sake 
the  flaccid  skin  must  be  pushed  back  till  the  glans  is  completely 
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uncovered,  and  retained  in  this  position  for  a  considerable  time 
by  means  of  a  slight  bandage  or  adhesive  plaister.  21.  But 
under  any  circumstances,  even  on  the  production  of  the  strong- 
est evidence  that  the  child  was  properly  circumcised,  if,  during 
an  erection,  a  third  part  of  the  glans  is  not  uncovered,  the 
operation  must  be  repeated,  so  that  the  glans  and  its  corona  be 
thoroughly  uncovered.  22.  In  order  to  avoid  any  dispute  in 
the  matter,  it  is  well  that  several  Mohelim,  or  other  competent 
persons,  be  present  at  every  operation,  that  they  may,  if  neces- 
sary, testify  to  its  thoroughness.  23.  No  part  of  the  human 
body  is  subject  to  so  many  varieties  and  irregularities  as  the 
penis  and  foreskin ;  it  is,  therefore,  proper  that  the  Mohel 
examine  the  child  a  day  or  two  before  the  circumcision,  to  see 
with  what  he  will  have  to  deal ;  at  the  same  time  to  ascertain 
if  the  child's  health  will  permit  it  to  be  operated  upon. 
24.  Many  of  the  doubtful  cases  mentioned  in  this  chapter  arise 
from  the  fact  that,  when  the  operation  was  performed,  the  penis 
and  prepuce  were  so  small,  or  so  sunken  in  the  body  of  the 
child,  that  the  dressings  applied  after  the  operation  could  not 
possibly  be  kept  in  their  place,  and  the  shrunken  penis  per- 
mitted the  skin  to  close  over  it.  The  operation  on  a  child 
whose  penis  is  so  small  or  so  sunken  (liXfl  t0ft&^3),  ought  to  be 
delayed  till  the  parts  are  more  fully  developed.  25.  It  is  per- 
missible to  perform  the  operation  of  circumcision  under  chloro- 
form or  other  anaesthetic,  should  its  use  be  demanded  in  any 
special  case  by  medical  authority.  Its  administration  must,  of 
course,  be  intrusted  to  competent  hands. 

Of  Children  in  whom  the  Prepuce  is 
Deficient  from  Birth. 

1.  The  congenital  absence  of  the  entire  prepuce  is  a  circum- 
stance so  rare,  that  competent  authorities  of  the  largest 
experience  deny  its  occurrence.  In  the  most  of,  or  perhaps  more 
correctly  in  all,  the  so  called  cases,  it  will  be  found  that  though 
more  or  less  of  the  extremity  of  the  prepuce  is  wanting,  the 
glans,  including  the  corona,  is  never  entirely  uncovered,  but 
that  a  portion  of  skin  is  prolonged  from  the  penis  across  the 
fossa,  and  is  attached,  firmly  or  otherwise,  to  the  glans.    2.  In 
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all  suspected  cases  of  congenital  absence  of  the  prepuce,  the 
Mohel  must  carefully  examine,  in  a  good  light,  and  without 
using  any  probe,  etc.,  whether  or  not  the  glans  is  covered  by  a 
thin  skin  or  rudimentary  prepuce ;  or  by  a  prolongation  of  skin 
which  is  firmly  attached  to  the  glans  and  seemingly  incorporated 
with  its  substance ;  or  whether  as  stated  above,  the  corona 
glandis  (PntDJJPl  ^Jp^H)  is  partially  covered  at  one  spot  by  a 
fragment  of  skin :  all  of  which  probabilities  may  escape  a  cur- 
sory examination.  3.  Should  such  portion  of  skin  be  found,  as 
it  will  almost  certainly  be,  it  must  be  removed,  with  the  usual 
ceremony,  even  on  Sabbath,  should  it  be  the  eighth  day,  and 
the  child's  health  permit.  4.  Should  there  be  any  doubt,  owing  to 
the  smallness  or  undeveloped  state  of  the  parts,  of  the  existence 
of  a  partial  foreskin,  it  is  well  to  wait  till  the  child  is  older  and 
to  re-examine  him  carefully ;  this  is  most  important,  for  should 
this  fragmentary  prepuce  not  be  removed,  the  child  is  regarded, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  uncircumcised.  5.  Should  how- 
ever there  be  no  doubt  whatever,  after  the  most  minute  and 
circumstantial  examination  by  competent  persons,  that  the  pre- 
puce is  absolutely  and  entirely  wanting,  and  that  the  corona 
glandis  (rntDJJPI  ^p^H)  is  completely  uncovered  throughout,  then 
the  operation  called  JV"n  n^tOPl  "  the  shedding  of  the 
blood  of  the  Covenant/ '  is  to  be  performed.  This  consists  in 
puncturing,  with  a  knife,  a  needle,  or  even  the  sharpened 
thumb  nail,  the  skin  of  the  glans,  and  allowing  a  drop  of  blood 
to  exude.  6.  The  usual  blessings  said  at  a  circumcision  are  not 
to  be  pronounced  on  the  occasion  of  this  operation,  but  the 
prayer  PITH  D*p  "  Our  God,  who  art  the  God  of  oui 

ancestors !  preserve  this  child,"  etc.,  is  to  be  said.  7.  The 
"  shedding  of  the  blood  of  the  Covenant "  must  not  be  performed 
on  a  Sabbath  or  Holyday,  nor  on  the  second  day  of  the  Holy- 
day,  even  should  such  day  be  the  eighth  day  from  the  birth. 
8.  Should  this  operation  of  "  the  blood  of  the  Covenant "  have 
been  performed,  and  on  the  growth  of  the  child  it  be  found, 
during  an  erection  of  the  penis,  that  the  corona  glandis  (rntDJJ) 
is  even  partially  covered  by  a  fragment  of  skin,  such  portion 
must  then,  notwithstanding  the  previous  operation,  be  removed. 
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V.  rn^n       The  time  at  which  circumcision  must  be 

PERFORMED. 

1.  Circumcision  must  not  be  performed  till  the  sun  has  risen  on 
the  eighth  day  of  the  child's  birth,  the  day  of  birth  being  reckoned 
the  first ;  if  it  be  performed  after  the  rising  of  the  morning  star, 
the  operation  is  valid ;  and  it  may  be  performed  at  any  time  of  the 
day  up  till  twilight,  but  not  at  night.  2.  Scripture  relates 
that  when  summoned  to  sacrifice  his  only  son,  our  father 
Abraham  "  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,"  to  show  the 
readiness  with  which  he  complied  with  God's  commands ;  a 
zealous  performance  of  the  precepts  therefore  enjoins  that  cir- 
cumcision take  place  as  early  in  the  day  as  possible,  imme- 
diately after  the  reading  of  the  Shemang  and  the  morning 
prayer.  (For  the  hour  at  which  circumcision  takes  place  on 
Holydays,  etc.,  see  Chap.  vi.  Sect.  18  et  seq.)  3.  Even  a 
circumcision  which  does  not  take  place  on  the  eighth  day,  must 
be  performed  as  early  in  the  morning  as  possible.  4.  Should 
the  Mohel  transgress  and  circumcise  by  night,  he  must  on  the 
following  day — not  being  a  Sabbath  or  Holyday — shed  the 
blood  of  the  Covenant,  the  child's  health  permitting.  (See 
Chap.  iv.  Sect.  5.)  5.  Should  the  child  have  been  circumcised 
before  being  eight  days  old,  either  through  ignorance  or 
mistake  as  to  the  day  of  its  birth,  or  because  some  malforma- 
tion necessitated  the  removal  of  the  foreskin  by  surgical  opera- 
tion, the  ceremony  called  "  shedding  the  blood  of  the  Covenant," 
must  be  performed  on  the  eighth  day  should  the  child's  health 
permit ;  if  not,  as  soon  after  as  possible  :  a  surgical  operation 
may  have  left  fragments  of  skin  which  must  be  removed  on  the 
eighth  day  of  birth,  to  render  the  Jewish  rite  complete  and 
valid.  6.  A  child  not  in  health  must  not  be  circumcised  :  the 
operation  must  be  deferred  till  seven  complete  days  after  his  cure 
is  accomplished :  this  is  especially  the  case  should  the  illness  have 
produced  feverishness  and  affected  his  general  system;  but  after 
a  trifling  or  local  illness,  the  operation  is  to  be  performed  as 
soon  as  he  is  well  without  waiting  seven  days.  Severe 
ophthalmic  disease  is  to  be  considered  as  necessitating  such 
delay.  7.  A  child  whose  colour  is  unnatural,  such  as  being 
generally  or  partially  green  or  yellow  (icterus  neonatorum),  or 
blue  (cyanosis),  or  red  (general  erythema),  or  pallid  (ansemia), 
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must  not  be  circumcised.  These  colours  are  indications  that  its 
circulatory,  respiratory,  hepatic  or  digestive  systems  are  not  in 
order,  that  it  is  suffering  from  disease  of  the  general  system, 
or  that  it  is  insufficiently  nourished.  8.  Should  the  child  be 
afflicted  with  leprosy  on  the  prepuce  only,  the  circumcision 
must  take  place  in  its  due  season,  even  on  Sabbath  or  Holyday. 
9.  In  all  circumstances  where  anything  abnormal  is  observed, 
even  a  few  spots  on  the  lower  part  of  the  body,  medical  advice 
should  be  solicited  and  acted  upon  most  implicitly  before  the 
operation  is  undertaken.  10.  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  the 
Mohel  to  visit  the  child  a  day  or  two  before  the  operation,  not 
only  for  the  purpose,  as  before  mentioned,  of  observing  any 
malformation  or  irregularity  in  the  parts  more  immediately 
implicated,  but  to  make  personal  and  minute  inquiry  as  to  the 
period  of  gestation  at  which  the  child  was  born;  its  perfect 
development,  as  shown  by  the  state  of  its  nails  and  hair;  its 
powers  of  suction  and  digestion ;  the  state  of  its  bowels ;  whether 
it  sleeps  or  not;  and  its  general  appearance  and  health.  When 
any  doubt  exists,  medical  opinion  must  be  taken.  These  inquiries 
involve  a  grave  responsibility ;  the  operation  can  be  deferred  till 
it  may  be  safely  undertaken,  but  a  life  once  sacrificed  can  never  be 
restored.  11.  A  Mohel  whose  conscience  tells  him  that  a  child 
has  died  in  consequence  of  his  neglect  must  never  again  operate. 
12.  A  mother  who  has  lost  two  children  from  the  unquestionable 
effects  of  circumcision,  must  not  have  her  next  sons  circumcised 
till  they  are  older  and  better  able  to  undergo  the  operation. 
Should  two  mothers,  being  sisters,  each  lose  a  son  from  the  un- 
doubted effects  of  circumcision,  the  other  sisters  must  not  have 
their  sons  circumcised  at  the  eighth  day,  but  must  wait  till  they 
are  older  and  stronger.  13.  Should  the  circumcision  of  a 
first-born  son  be  deferred  till  the  thirty-first  day  of  his  birth, 
the  circumcision  takes  place  before  the  ceremony  of  "  redeeming 
the  first-born ;;'  should  the  circumcision  be  deferred  still  later, 
the  ceremony  of  "  redeeming  "  takes  place,  nevertheless,  on  the 
thirty-first  day. 

VI.  DT^yrfi/  D^ltD  nWt  T\W2  nS^.    Circumcision  on 
Sabbaths,  Festivals,  and  Fast  Days. 
1.  Circumcision  must  take  place  in  its  due  season,  that  is  on 
the  eighth  day,  even  should  that  day  be  a  Sabbath  or  Holy- 
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day.  2.  Circumcision  not  being  on  the  eighth  day,  must  not 
take  place  on  Sabbaths  or  Holy  days — not  even  on  the  second 
days  of  the  latter.  Should  there  be  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the 
second  day  of  a  Festival  is  the  eighth  or  ninth  day  of  birth,  as 
more  fully  explained  in  Chap,  vii.,  the  ecclesiastical  authorities 
must  be  consulted  whether  the  operation  shall  be  performed  on 
that  day.  3.  Should  the  operation  take  place  on  Sabbath,  and 
the  Mohel,  having  concluded  the  operation,  find  that  there  re- 
main portions  of  skin,  whose  presence  would  invalidate  the 
circumcision  (see  Chap.  iii.  Sect.  11),  he  must  at  once  remove 
them.  4.  For  a  circumcision  on  a  Sabbath  or  Festival,  the 
Mohel  must  make  all  his  preparations,  such  as  getting  his  in- 
struments and  dressings  in  order,  and  taking  or  sending  them 
to  the  house  in  which  the  circumcision  takes  place,  on  the 
week-day  previous.  5.  Unless  while  actually  operating,  he 
may  not  even  touch  his  instruments  on  Sabbaths  or  Holydays  : 
after  the  operation  he  may  deposit  them  in  a  place  of  safety  in 
the  same  premises,  but  may  not  carry  them  abroad.  6.  Should 
the  prohibitions  in  Sect.  4  not  have  been  attended  to,  the  cir- 
cumcision must  be  deferred  till  the  week-day  immediately  suc- 
ceeding, as  it  is  not  permitted  to  ask  a  non-Jew  to  make  any 
preparation  of  instruments,  dressings,  etc.,  on  the  Sabbath. 

7.  Should  a  circumcision  on  the  eighth  day  take  place  on  one  of 
the  Festivals  D^nf!/  at  a  distance  beyond  a  Sabbath 
day's  journey — 2,000  paces  from  the  last  house  in  the  town — and 
the  Mohel  have  forgotten  to  have  the  instruments  and  dressings 
taken  to  the  house  where  the  circumcision  is  to  be  performed 
on  the  week-day  previous,  he  is  permitted  to  request  a  non- 
Jew  to  bring  them  on  such  Festival,  but  not  on  a  Sabbath  Day. 

8.  In  fine,  whatever  is  forbidden  for  a  Jew  to  do  on  Sabbaths 
or  Holydays  on  account  of  its  being  a  prohibited  work,  is 
also  forbidden  him  to  request  a  non-Jew  to  do,  even  for  a 
circumcision :  therefore  should  the  Mohel  have  forgotten  to 
prepare  the  dressings,  plaisters,  astringents  or  other  applica- 
tions before  the  Sabbath  or  Holyday,  or  having  prepared  tjiem, 
loses  them,  the  operation  must  be  deferred  till  a  week-day : 
for  the  same  reason,  should  the  child  require  a  warm  bath 
before  the  operation,  such  bath  must  not  be  prepared  on 
Sabbath ;  the  operation  must  be  delayed.     9.  But  after  the 
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operation,  should  the  dressings  have  fallen  off,  or  should  a 
medical  man  order  the  child  a  warm  bath,  the  bath  must  be 
prepared  or  the  dressings  got  ready  and  applied  at  once  ; 
seeing  that  there  might  be  danger  to  the  child's  life  or  health 
were  they  neglected.  10.  A  person  who  has  never  circumcised, 
or  one  who  has  never  performed  the  njT*)£)  (tearing  backwards 
the  under  layer  of  skin  after  the  prepuce  is  removed)  may  not 
do  so  for  the  first  time  on  Sabbath.  11.  In  some  places  it  is 
customary  for  two  Mohelim  to  assist  in  performing  one  circum- 
cision on  Sabbath,  one  of  them  cutting  off  the  foreskin,  the 
other  retroverting  the  under  skin  ;  this  custom  ought  to  be 
abolished.  12.  A  child  brought  into  the  world  by  the  Caesa- 
rian section ;  a  child  whose  sex  is  doubtful  (hermaphrodite)  ; 
a  child  with  two  foreskins  ;*  either  of  these  cases  must  not  be  cir- 
cumcised on  a  Sabbath  or  Festival.  13.  The  son  of  a  Jew  who 
has  changed  his  religion,  born  to  him  by  a  Jewess  who  remains  in 
her  faith,  or  vice  versa,  is  to  be  circumcised  on  Sabbath,  that 
being  the  eighth  day  of  its  birth :  but  should  both  parents  have 
been  converted  from,  and  have  ceased  to  believe  in,  Judaism,  the 
child  must  not  be  circumcised  on  Sabbath.  14.  The  son  of  a 
Jew  and  a  non- Jewess,  must  not  be  circumcised  on  Sabbath, 
even  should  the  mother  become  a  Jewess  between  the  birth 
of  the  child  and  the  eighth  day  (see  also  Chap.  xi.  Sect,  2). 
15.  The  son  of  a  Jewess  and  a  non-Israelite  may  be  circum- 
cised on  Sabbath,  that  being  the  eighth  day.  16.  A  ^TDtt 
— that  is,  a  child  born  of  prohibited  connections  (see  Leviti- 
cus xviii.  6 — 18  inclusive,  and  ver.  20),  may  be  circumcised 
on  Sabbath,  that  being  the  eighth  day.  17.  A  child  born 
in  the  seventh  or  eighth  month  of  gestation,  if  he  is  perfectly 
developed  and  pronounced  by  medical  authority  fit  for  the 
operation,  may  be  circumcised  on  Sabbath,  that  being  the 
eighth  day.  18.  On  New  Year  PO&^n  S^N*)  circumcision 
takes  place  after  morning  service,  immediately  before  blowing 
the  Shofar.  19.  On  the  Day  of  Atonement  circumcision  takes 
place  after  the  morning  service  and  the  reading  of  the  Law. 
(See  also  Chap,  viii.,  Sects.  14,  15,  and  16.)  20.  OnPurim,  the 
circumcision  takes  place  immediately  before  the  reading  of  the 
Book  of  Esther  in  the  morning  service.    21.  On  the  ninth  day 


The  author  has  seen  a  person  with  two  penes. 
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of  Ab,  circumcision  takes  place  after  the  reading  of  the  fiiyp 
Lamentations.  (See  also  Chap,  viii.,  Sects.  14,  15,  and  16, 
for  Circumcisions  on  Fast  Days). 

VII.  rfiEWn  p  iVll    A  Child  Born  during 
Twilight. 

1.  The  period  of  circumcision  on  a  child  born  during  twi- 
light, that  debatable  portion  of  time  belonging  to  either  day  or 
night,  or  to  both,  is  subject  to  special  regulations.  These  regu- 
tions  are  necessary,  first,  that  the  precept  which  enjoins  the 
rite  on  the  eighth  day  may  be  fulfilled ;  and  secondly,  that  in 
the  doubt  which  pertains  to  all  these  cases,  the  Sabbath  or 
Holy  day  be  not  needlessly  profaned.  2.  In  Europe  the  dura- 
tion of  twilight  is  taken  to  be  the  fifteen  minutes  immediately 
preceding  the  appearance  of  three  stars  of  moderate  magnitude. 
3.  A  child  born  during  the  twilight  of  a  week  day  is  to  be  cir- 
cumcised on  the  ninth  day,  provided  such  ninth  day  is  not  a 
Sabbath  or  Festival.  Should  it  be  a  Sabbath  or  Festival,  the 
circumcision  takes  place  on  the  week  day  immediately  succeed- 
ing :  e.g.,  if  the  birth  take  place  during  twilight  on  Sunday 
evening,  the  circumcision  takes  place  on  the  Monday  week 
following,  provided  it  is  not  a  Holyday.  4.  But  if  a  child  is 
born  during  the  twilight  on  Friday  evening,  the  circumcision 
does  not  take  place  till  the  tenth  day,  that  is  the  Sunday  week 
following,  it  not  being  a  Holyday.  5.  Should  such  ninth  or 
tenth  day,  under  Sections  3  and  4,  be  the  first  or  second  days 
of  the  Holydays,  the  circumcision  takes  place  on  the  week  day 
immediately  thereafter.  6.  A  Sabbath  or  Holyday  intervening, 
may,  under  these  circumstances,  cause  the  circumcision  to  be 
delayed  till  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  day.  For  example,  sup- 
posing the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  to  fall  on  Thursday  and  Friday, 
a  child  born  during  the  twilight  on  Wednesday  evening,  the 
eve  of  the  festival,  would  not  be  circumcised  till  the  following 
Sunday  week,  the  twelfth  day  of  its  birth.  7.  It  may  possibly 
happen  in  protracted  labours  that  the  child's  head  is  born  while 
it  is  yet  day,  and  its  body  during  the  twilight.  It  is  usual  to 
reckon  from  the  birth  of  the  head ;  but  in  all  cases  of  doubt 
arising  from  the  very  perplexing  question  of  ' 'born  during 
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twilight/'  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  must  be  consulted  as  to 
the  day  to  be  fixed  for  the  circumcision. 

VIII.  r6*&Pl  nirm  The  Blessings  and  Prayers 

PERTAINING  TO  THE  RlTE  OF  ClRCUMCISlON. 

1.  No  blessings  or  prayers  are  to  be  said  on  the  occasion  of 
"  shedding  the  blood  of  the  Covenant "  (Chap.  iv.  Sect.  5 ;  Chap, 
v.  Sect.  4),  nor  at  the  circumcision  of  a  child  of  doubtful  sex 
(hermaphrodite)  ;  the  prayer,  however,  commencing  "  D^p 
T^W  may  be  said.  2.  Should  the  Mohel  have  to  remove 
such  portions  of  skin  as,  being  allowed  to  remain,  would 
invalidate  the  rite  (Chap.  iii.  Sec.  11.),  all  the  blessings  and 
prayers,  except  hS^PI  D*p  must  be  said.  3.  The  benedictions 
are  not  to  be  said  in  doubtful  cases  ;  therefore,  should  there  be 
found  in  a  grown-up  child  portions  of  skin  whose  presence  invali- 
dates the  rite,  and  it  be  uncertain  whether  he  was  not  originally 
circumcised  properly,  and  these  portions  of  skin  grew  afterwards 
(Chap.  iii.  Sect.  19),  no  blessings  or  prayers  are  to  be  said  on 
their  removal.  4.  Should  the  foreskin  be  wanting,  and  the 
glans  covered  only  by  a  thin  skin  (Chap.  iv.  Sect.  2),  on  its  re- 
moval the  blessings  and  prayers  are  to  be  said.  5.  The  Mohel 
should  wash  his  hands  and  mouth  before  repeating  the  blessings 
which  follow  the  circumcision  ;  or  he  may  delegate  the  saying 
of  them  to  another.  6.  For  the  time  of  repeating  the 
benedictions  at  a  circumcision  see  Chap,  iii.,  Sects.  7  and  8. 
7.  Should  the  father  of  the  child  not  be  present  at  the  circum- 
cision, the  grandfather,  or  in  his  absence,  he  who  supports  the 
child  during  the  operation,  says  the  blessing  & 
Should  the  father  of  the  child  be  himself  the  Mohel,  he  says 
both  blessings  immediately  before  operating;  first,  "Who  hath 
commanded  us  concerning  circumcision/ '  and  then,  "  Who  hath 
commanded  us  to  initiate  our  children  into  the  Abrahamic 
Covenant and  he  must  be  careful  to  repeat  them  in  this 
order,  for  should  he  say  the  second  one  first,  he  may  not  subse- 
quently say  "  Who  hath  commanded  us  concerning  the  circum- 
cision." 9.  Should  the  individual  circumcised  be  above  thirteen 
years  of  age,  he  himself  says  the  blessing  in  this  form,  "  Blessed, 
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etc.,  who  hast  commanded  us  to  be  initiated  into  the  Abrahamic 
Covenant,"  V»  WHXl  D^nS.  10.  All  who  are  present  at  a 
circumcision  must  stand  during  the  operation,  excepting  him 
who  holds  the  child.  11.  A  *1tOfi  (see  Chap.  vi.  Sect.  16)  is  not  to 
be  circumcised  in  the  Synagogue.  All  the  blessings  and  prayers 
are  to  be  said  except  "l^Vl  Htf  D*p,  "Preserve  this  child,';  nor 
do  the  bystanders  say  DIME?  DBO ;  so  that  aU  present 

may  be  warned  against  the  infringement  of  the  Biblical  precept, 

71  Snpn  IT&fc  XT  (Deuteron.xxiii.2).  Rabbi  Jacob  Molin 
(/"^itb)  writes  that  for  the  same  reason  the  name  given  to 
such  a  child  should  be  being  the  first  words  of  the 

second  portion  of  the  20th  verse  of  the  thirty-second  chapter 
of  Deuteronomy,  Hftn  rfiDlSPlH  *fH  "  For  they  are  a  very 
froward  generation."  12.  At  the  circumcision  of  the  son  of  an 
unmarried  Jewish  girl,  the  father  being  a  Jew,  but  not  within 
the  prohibited  connections  (Leviticus  xviii.  6-18  inclusive, 
and  ver,.  20),  all  the  usual  benedictions  and  prayers  are  to 
be  said.  For  the  prayers  on  the  occasion  of  the  circumcision 
of  the  child  of  a  Jewess  and  a  non- Jew,  see  foot-note,  page  xiii. ; 
the  circumcision  of  the  son  of  a  Jew  and  a  non- Jewess  is  sub- 
ject to  Chap.  xi.  Sect.  2.  13.'  Should  the  mother,  being  a 
Jewess,  refuse  to  declare  who  the  father  of  the  child  is  (which 
child  is  then  said  to  be  a  *pUr\B9;  or  should  a  child  have  been 
found  in  the  Jewish  quarter,  there  being  reason  to  believe 
that  he  is  a  Jewish  child  (*£)1D&Q3  such  children  on  being 
circumcised  are  to  be  named  Dn*DX  p,  "the  son  of  our 

Father  Abraham;"  the  consent  of  the  Ecclesiastical  authori- 
ties being  first  obtained.  14.  On  the  various  Fast-days  (except 
Yom  Kippur)  the  cup  of  wine  used  for  the  blessing  is  to  be 
given  to  children,  who  are  not  required  to  fast.  On  Yom 
Kippur  a  small  portion  of  the  wine  is  to  be  given  by  means  of  the 
finger  to  the  child  circumcised  only.  15.  Should  a  circumcision 
occur  on  Yom  Kippur,  or  the  fast  of  Ab,  at  the  house  where 
the  birth  took  place,  and  the  mother,  by  medical  order,  not 
be  permitted  to  fast,  the  blessings  should  be  said  in  her  hearing, 
and  the  cup  of  wine  presented  to  her  to  taste.  16.  On  all  fast  days 
the  act  of  "  suction"  (see  Chap.  iii.  Sect.  5)  is  to  be  performed 
with  wine  taken  into  the  mouth,  except  on  Yom  Kippur,  when 


47 


it  must  be  performed  without.  17.  Should  there  be  more  than 
one  child  of  the  same  parents  to  circumcise  at  the  same  time, 
the  blessing,  "  Who  hath  commanded  us  concerning  circum- 
cision," is  to  be  said  before  the  circumcision  of  each,  as  is  also 
the  blessing  ID  by  the  father ;  but  the  prayers  after  the 

operation  are  to  be  said  only  after  the  last  child  is  circumcised. 
18.  Should  there  be  two  children  to  circumcise  in  succession,  one 
being  eight  days  old  and  the  other  older,  the  younger  takes 
precedence.  19.  But  should  there  be  two  children  of  the  same 
age,  but  of  different  parents,  to  circumcise  in  succession,  lots  must 
be  cast  to  decide  which  shall  be  circumcised  first ;  or  otherwise, 
precedence  is  given  to  the  child  brought  in  first.  20.  If  at  all 
possible,  circumcision  ought  to  take  place  in  the  presence  of 
ten  males  above  the  age  of  thirteen  years ;  but  it  must  not 
be  delayed  failing  that  number.  21.  It  is  customary  to  place 
a  chair,  called  "  Elijah  the  Prophet's  Chair  "  next  to  that  on 
which  the  person  sits  who  holds  the  child  during  the  opera- 
tion. 22.  After  the  circumcision  the  prayer  commencing 
fD&?7  is  to  be  said,  and  Kaddish.    23.  In  some  of  those 

congregations  in  which  the  circumcision  takes  place  in  Syna- 
gogue, it  is  customary  for  the  persons  present  to  retain  their 
pS^Jl  till  after  the  operation.  In  some  congregations  Psalm 
vi.,  in  others  Psalm  xii.,  is  said  after  the  circumcision.  24.  It 
is  the  invariable  and  praiseworthy  custom  to  prepare  a  repast 
to  be  partaken  of  after  the  circumcision  by  those  present  at 
the  ceremony.  25.  It  is  permitted  to  eat  meat  and  drink 
wine  at  the  repast  following  a  circumcision  which  takes  place 
between  the  Fast  of  Tammuz  and  the  eighth  day  of  Ab,  but  by 
not  more  than  ten  males,  who  were  present  at  the  operation. 


IX.   rhsb        T\W  piyn.    A  Child  Dying  before 
being  Circumcised. 

1.  Should  a  child  die  before  being  circumcised,  the  foreskin 
is  to  be  severed  just  before  burial,  by  means  of  a  knife,  a  sharp 
stone,  a  piece  of  glass,  or  other  cutting  material ;  but  not  neces- 
sarily by  a  Mohel.  Of  course  there  is  no  JiyHS)  to  be  made.  A 
name  is  to  be  given  to  him.  2.  Should  a  child  above  the  age  of 
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thirty  days  die,  without  being  circumcised,  on  the  first  day  of  a 
Festival,  and  be  buried  on  the  second  day  of  the  Festival,  the 
posthumous  circumcision  is  to  be  performed  by  an  Israelite. 

x.  Sna  i«  \m  amp  pnjd  w  hrm  )x  ma  by*.  The 

Father  of  a  Child  to  be  Circumcised,  or  the  Mohel, 
or  he  who  Supports  the  Child  during  the  Operation 

1*7730,  EITHER  OF  WHOM  IS  pltf  ABOUT  TO  BURY   HIS  DEAD, 

or  who  is  observing  the  week  of  mourning  for 
a  Deceased  Relative. 

1.  Should  the  Mohel  be  pitf  (about  to  bury  his  dead),  and  it 
be  impossible  to  procure  the  services  of  another  Mohel ;  if  the 
funeral  can  take  place  sufficiently  early  for  the  circumcision  to 
be  performed  while  it  is  yet  day,  he  may  operate  in  the  usual 
manner  after  the  funeral.  2.  But  should  this  be  impossible,  he 
must  operate  before  the  funeral,  saying  no  blessing  before  circum- 
cising, and  the  prayers  after  the  operation  being  said  by  another. 
3.  Should  the  father  of  the  child  be  p*)K  (about  to  bury  his  dead), 
and  it  be  impossible  for  the  funeral  to  take  place  sufficiently 
early  in  the  day,  the  person  who  holds  the  child,  but  not  the 
father,  says  the  blessing  ID*  orb. 

4.  It  is  not  permitted  to 
engage  the  services  of  a  Mohel  who  is  observing  the  week  of 
mourning  if  another  equally  experienced  Mohel  can  be  pro- 
cured. 5.  Should  no  other  Mohel  be  obtainable,  the  Mohel 
who  is  a  mourner,  having  read  the  morning  prayers  in  his 
own  house,  may  proceed  to  the  house  where  the  circumcision  is 
to  take  place  and  operate ;  but  he  may  not  partake  of  the 
customary  repast  on  the  occasion.  6.  Whenever  it  is  permitted 
to  a  Mohel  to  operate,  he  is  permitted  to  prepare  his  thumb 
nails  for  the  Pl^HS  (see  Chap,  iii.,  Sect.  4),  except,  of 
course,  on  Sabbaths  or  Holydays.  (See  Chap,  vi.,  Sects. 
4  and  6).  7.  But  a  Mohel  circumcising  during  his  week 
of  mourning  may  not  change  his  clothes  for  the  occasion. 
8.  The  law  for  pl^DH  him  who  is  to  support  the  child 
during  the  operation  is,  that  after  the  third  day  of  his  mourn- 
ing he  may,  having  read  the  morning  prayers  at  his  own 
house,  proceed  to  the  house  where  the  circumcision  is  to  take 
place,  and  fulfil  his  special  function ;   but  he  must  neither 
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change  his  clothes  nor  partake  of  the  repast  after  the  circumci- 
sion. 9.  Should  the  father  of  the  child  be  a  mourner,  and  the 
circumcision  and  subsequent  repast  take  place  at  his  house,  he 
is  permitted  to  partake  of  such  repast,  provided  there  be  no 
music  or  other  rejoicing. 

xi.  wrb<  ft.   The  Circumcision  of  Proselytes  to  the 
Jewish  Faith. 

1.  The  reception  of  a  Proselyte  into  the  faith  of  Israel,  and 
his  circumcision,  must  take  place  in  the  presence  of  three  of  the 
constituted  Ecclesiastical  authorities,  and  only  with  their  per- 
mission. 2.  The  genealogy  of  a  child,  one  of  whose  parents  is 
not  of  the  Jewish  faith,  is  reckoned  through  the  mother.  The 
son  therefore  of  a  Jewish  father  and  a  non- Jewish  mother,  is  a 
non-Jew  by  birth,  and  can  only  be  received  into  the  Abra- 
hamic  Covenant  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the  admission  of 
Proselytes.  3.  The  blessings  and  prayers  to  be  said  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  circumcision  of  a  Proselyte,  will  be  found  at  page 
xviii.  of  this  book.  4.  Should  the  prepuce  be  congenitally  want- 
ing, or  should  it  have  been  removed  by  surgical  operation  or 
by  accident,  the  "  Shedding  of  the  Blood  of  the  Covenant " 
must  be  performed  (see  Chap,  iv.,  Sect.  5),  but  no  blessing 
said  previously.  5.  The  Circumcision,  or  the  "  Shedding  of 
the  Blood  of  the  Covenant,"  must  take  place  by  day  :  neither 
of  these  operations  may  take  place  on  a  Sabbath  or  Festival. 
6.  The  parts  must  be  covered  while  the  blessings  and  prayers 
before  and  after  the  circumcision  are  being  said.  7.  The 
ny^S  may  be  made  with  scissors.    (See  Chap,  iii.,  Sect.  4.) 

xii.  rb  *ftH  nSOS\  Eemedial  Agents. 

I  do  not  think  it  advisable  in  this  place  to  give  a  list  of  the 
various  astringents  which,  in  skilled  hands,  might  be  employed 
for  arresting  the  bleeding  which  occasionally,  though  very 
rarely,  follows  the  operation  of  circumcision.  Such  a  list 
would  probably  have  the  effect  of  confusing  the  person  on 
whom  may  devolve  the  duty  of  using  it ;  and,  by  flying  fear- 
stricken  from  one  remedy  to  the  other,  defeat  the  serious 
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object  he  has  in  view.  Should  either  of  the  astringents  I  give 
be  at  hand,  let  it  be  instantly  applied :  they  are,  the  com- 
mon tincture  of  steel  of  the  shops,  or  alum.  A  piece  of  lint 
dipped  in  the  first,  or  in  a  saturated  solution  of  the  second,  is  to 
be  applied  round  the  glans,  so  as  to  come  in  contact  with  the 
raw  edge  of  the  retracted  skin,  and  retained  there  firmly,  but 
gently,  by  the  fingers,  for  the  space  of  ten  minutes,  without 
being  removed.  Should  the  haemorrhage  still  proceed,  no 
further,  delay  must  be  made,  but  the  nearest  surgeon  sent  for 
the  same  means  being  persevered  in  till  his  arrival.  There  are 
some  children  (hsemorrhagic  diathesis)  in  whom  the  slightest 
scratch  produces  profuse  and  dangerous  bleeding  :  the  Mohel 
must  therefore  be  careful  not  to  waste  precious  time  in  futile, 
because  unskilful,  attempts  to  do  that  which  may  tax  the" 
experience  and  talent  of  even  an  eminent  surgeon. 

XIII.  It  is  proper  here  to  record  Section  41  of  the  Laws  and 
Regulations  issued  by  the  chief  Rabbi,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Adler,  for 
the  guidance  of  the  Synagogues  of  the  British  Empire : — 
"  Permission  for  performing  the  operation  of  circumcision  shall 
be  granted  to  such  persons  only  as  are  of  unblemished  charac- 
ter, and  have  subjected  themselves,  with  respect  to  their  skill 
in  operating,  to  the  examination  of  a  competent  authority  ; 
and  with  regard  to  their  knowledge  of  the  ritual  part  of  the 
art,  to  that  of  the  Board  of  Ecclesiastical  Administration, 
whose  consent  they  must,  moreover,  have  obtained  in  writing." 
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health  ;  and  what  we  have  left,  be  for  a  blessing ;  as  it  is 
written,  "He  set  it  before  them,  and  they  did  eat  and  left 
thereof,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord."  Blessed  are  ye 
of  the  Lord  who  made  heaven  and  earth.  Blessed  is  the 
man  who  trusteth  in  the  Lord;  for  the  Lord  will  be  his 
protection.  "The  Lord  will  give  strength  to  His  people  :  the 
Lord  will  bless  His  people  with  peace." 


Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord,  our  God  !  King  of  the  Universe, 
who  createst  the  fruit  of  the  vine. 

Grace  after  Drinking  "Wine. 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord,  our  God !  King  of  the  Universe ! 
for  the  vine,  and  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  and  for  the  increase 
of  the  field,  and  for  that  desirable,  good,  and  ample  land, 
which  Thou  wast  pleased  to  cause  our  ancestors  to  inherit; 
to  eat  the  fruit  thereof,  and  be  satisfied  with  its  goodness.  Have 
compassion,  we  beseech  Thee,  0  Lord,  our  God  !  on  us,  and 
on  Thy  people  Israel ;  on  J erusalem,  Thy  city  ;  on  Zion,  the 
tabernacle  of  Thy  glory  :  on  Thine  altar,  and  on  Thy  temple ! 
0  build  the  holy  city  of  Jerusalem  speedily  in  our  days,  and 
lead  us  quickly  thereto ;  cause  us  to  rejoice  therein,  and  be 
satisfied  with  its  goodness ;  and  to  bless  Thee  for  it,  in  sanctity 
and  purity.  (On  the  Sabbath,  say  :  And  be  pleased  to  grant  us 
rest  on  this  Sabbath-day.)  (On  the  Feast  of  the  New  Moon,  say: 
And  remember  us  for  good,  on  this  first  day  of  the  month.) 
For  Thou,  0  Lord !  art  good  and  beneficent  to  all.  Blessed 
art  Thou,  0  Lord !  for  the  land  and  for  the  fruit  of  the  vine. 
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generations  !  May  the  All-merciful  exalt  the  horn  of  His 
people !  May  the  All-merciful  be  eternally  glorified  amidst 
us !  May  the  All-merciful  enable  us  to  maintain  ourselves  with 
honour,  and  not  with  contempt;  lawfully,  and  not  by  forbidden 
means ;  in  ease,  and  not  with  trouble  !  May  the  A 11 -merciful 
grant  peace  amongst  us  !  May  the  All-merciful  prosper  all 
the  work  of  our  hands  !  May  the  All-merciful  prosper  all  our 
ways  !  May  the  All-merciful  speedily  break  the  yoke  of  cap- 
tivity from  off  our  neck  !  May  the  All- merciful  lead  us  securely 
to  our  land  !  May  the  All-merciful  heal  us  with  a  perfect 
cure  !  May  the  All-merciful  open  His  bountiful  hand  to  us ! 
May  the  All-merciful  bless  every  one  of  us  in  His  great  name, 
as  our  ancestors,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  were  blessed,  with 
all  and  every  happiness ;  thus  may  He  bless  us  altogether,  with 
a  complete  blessing  :  let  such  be  the  Divine  will !  Amen !  May 
the  All-merciful  spread  His  pavilion  of  peace  over  us  !  May 
the  All-merciful  implant  His  law  and  His  love  in  our  hearts, 
that  we  may  not  sin!  May  the  All-merciful  fulfil  the  desires 
of  our  hearts  for  good  ! 

On  the  Sabbath,  the  following  is  added  : — 

(May  the  All-merciful  cause  us  to  inherit  the  world  which  is 
entirely  good,  and  the  life  of  eternal  rest.) 

May  the  All-merciful  grant  us  life,  and  make  us  worthy 
speedily  to  behold  the  days  of  the  Messiah,  the  building  of  the 
holy  temple,  and  eternal  life  in  the  future  state.  "  He  giveth 
great  salvation  to  His  king  ;  and  acteth  mercifully  to  His 
anointed ;  to  David  and  his  progeny  for  ever.  "  Even  young 
lions  do  lack,  and  suffer  hunger ;  but  they  who  seek  the  Lord 
shall  not  want  any  good."  "  I  have  been  young,  and  am  now 
old  ;  yet  never  did  I  see  the  righteous  entirely  forsaken,  nor 
his  offspring  begging  bread."  "For  he  is  ever  merciful,  and 
lendeth,  and  his  seed  are  a  blessing/'  May  what  we  have 
eaten,  satisfy  us ;  what  we  have  drunk,  be  conducive  to  our 
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0  Lord,  our  God  !  have  compassion  on  us,  on  Thy  people 
Israel,  and  on  Thy  city  Jerusalem,  and  on  mount  Zion,  the 
residence  of  Thy  glory,  and  on  the  great  and  holy  house,  which 
is  called  by  Thy  name.  Our  Father  !  our  Shepherd  !  nourish 
us,  provide  for  us,  sustain  us,  enlarge  us.  0  enlarge  us  speedily 
from  all  our  anxieties,  and  suffer  us  not,  0  Lord,  our  God  !  to 
stand  in  need  of  the  gifts  of  mankind,  nor  of  their  loans  ;  for 
their  gifts  are  small,  and  their  reproach  great ;  but  let  our 
dependance  be  only  on  Thine  hand,  which  is  full,  ample,  rich, 
and  open  ;  so  that  we  may  not  be  put  to  shame  in  this  world, 
nor  be  confounded  in  the  future  one.  Restore  also  speedily  in 
our  days,  the  kingdom  of  the  house  of  David,  Thine  anointed, 
to  its  pristine  state. 

Add  on  the  Sabbath. 

Be  pleased,  0  Lord,  our  God  !  to  make  us  happy  by  the 
observance  of  Thy  commandments,  even  in  the  commandment 
of  the  seventh  day,  the  great  and  holy  sabbath  ;  for  it  is  a 
great  and  holy  day  in  Thy  presence.  Thereon  will  we  rest, 
and  be  at  ease,  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  statutes 
of  Thy  will.  0  suffer  no  trouble  or  sorrow  to  afflict  us  on  our 
day  of  rest :  and  shew  us  the  consolation  of  Zion  speedily  in 
our  days,  for  Thou  art  the  Lord  of  consolations. 

On  the  Feast  of  New  Moon,  say  :  "  Our  God,"  etc.,  page  xxv. 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord !  who  in  Thy  mercy  wilt  build 
Jerusalem.    Amen ! 

Blessed  art  Thou,  for  ever,  0  Lord,  our  God  !  King  of  the 
Universe.  0  God !  our  Father,  King,  Strength,  Creator, 
Redeemer,  our  sacred  .One :  the  sacred  One  of  J acob,  our 
Shepherd,  the  Shepherd  of  Israel :  the  King  who  is  good  and 
beneficent  to  all ;  who  hath  been,  is,  and  ever  will  be  daily 
beneficent  to  us.  He  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  us,  as  He  doth 
now,  and  ever  will :  granting  us  grace,  favour,  mercy,  enlarge- 
ment, deliverance,  and  every  happiness. 

May  the  All-merciful  be  praised  on  the  throne  of  His  glory  ! 
May  the  All-merciful  be  praised  in  heaven,  and  on  earth ! 
May  the  All-merciful  be  praised  amidst  us  throughout  all 
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GRACE  AFTER  MEALS. 

If  three  men  have  eaten  at  the  same  table,  he  who  says  Grace,'commences  as  follows: — 
We  will  bless  Him  of  whose  gifts  we  have  eaten. 

The  others  answer :  Blessed  be  He  of  whose  gifts  we  hare  eaten,  and  through 
whose  abundant  goodness  we  live.  The  person  who  says  Grace  repeats  :  Blessed  be 
He  of  whose  gifts  we  have  eaten,  and  through  whose  abundant  goodness  we  live. 

Blessed  be  He,  blessed  be  His  name,  and  blessed  be  His  me- 
morial for  ever  and  ever  ! 

If  but  one  or  two  men  have  eaten  together,  they  begin  here. 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord,  our  God  !  King  of  the  Universe, 
who  sustainest  us,  but  not  for  the  merit  of  our  works ;  who 
providest  for  us,  but  not  through  the  merit  of  our  righteousness; 
who  superabundantly  bestowest  Thy  goodness  on  us;  who 
nourishest  us,  and  the  whole  world  with  Thy  goodness ;  with 
grace,  kindness,  abundance,  and  compassion,  who  givest  food 
to  every  creature,  for  Thy  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  His 
abundant  goodness  hath  never  been  deficient  towards  us ;  nor 
may  we  ever  be  in  want  of  sustenance,  for  He  nourishes  and 
sustains  all ;  and  His  table  is  provided  for  all ;  He  hath  also 
prepared  food  and  sustenance  for  all  His  creatures,  whom  He 
created  in  His  mercy  and  abundant  kindness;  as  it  is  written, 
"Thou  openest  Thine  hand,  and  spontaneously  satisfiest  the 
desire  of  every  living  being."  Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord !  who 
nourishest  all. 

We  thank  Thee,  0  Lord,  our  God !  for  having  caused  our 
ancestors  to  inherit  that  desirable,  good,  and  ample  land;  for  the 
covenant  and  law,  for  life  and  sustenance ;  and  because  Thou 
hast  brought  us  forth  from  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  redeemed 
us  from  the  house  of  bondage  ;  and  for  Thy  covenant  which 
Thou  hast  sealed  in  our  flesh,  and  for  the  statutes  of  Thy  will, 
which  Thou  hast  made  known  unto  us,  and  for  the  life  and 
food  wherewith  Thou  dost  nourish  and  sustain  us. 

During  the  Feast  of  Dedication,  and  on  "  Dureem,"  insert  here  "  We  will  also  praise 
Thee,"  etc.,  page  xxiii. 

And  for  all  these  things,  0  Lord,  our  God!  will  we  give 
thanks  unto  Thee,  and  praise  Thy  name ;  as  it  is  said,  "  When 
thou  hast  eaten  and  art  satisfied,  then  shalt  thou  bless  the 
Lord  thy  God,  for  the  good  land  which  He  hath  given  thee  :  " 
Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  !  for  the  gift  of  the  land,  and  for  the 
food. 

c 
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to  shine  with  the  radiance  of  the  sun,  with  the  lustre  of  the 
diamond,  even  Elijah  "  who  wrapped  his  face  in  his  mantle," 
and  with  whom  was  God's  covenant  of  life  and  peace. 

On  the  Sabbath — May  He  who  is  most  merciful,  cause  us  to 
inherit  the  day  which  is  all  Sabbath  and  rest,  in  eternal  life. 

On  the  New  Moon — May  He  who  is  most  merciful,  renew  this 
month  for  us,  in  happiness  and  blessing. 

On  the  Festivals — May  He  who  is  most  merciful,  cause  us  to 
inherit  the  day  that  is  completely  good. 

On  New-  Year's  Day — May  He  who  is  most  merciful,  renew 
this  year  for  us  in  happiness  and  blessing. 

On  Tabernacles —  May  He  who  is  most  merciful,  raise  up  for 
us  the  Tabernacle  of  David  which  is  fallen. 

May  He  who  is  most  merciful,  make  us  worthy  to  behold  the 
days  of  the  Messiah,  and  eternal  life  in  the  future  state.  He 
enhanceth  the  salvation  of  his  king,  and  sheweth  mercy  to  his 
anointed,  to  David,  and  his  seed  for  ever.  May  He  who  maketh 
peace  in  his  high  heavens,  grant  peace  unto  us,  and  all  Israel, 
Amen. 

Fear  the  Lord,  ye  his  saints,  for  there  is  no  want  to  those  who  fear  him.  The 
young  lions  do  lack,  and  suffer  hunger ;  hut  they  who  seek  the  Lord,  shall  not 
want  any  good.  Praise  ye  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for 
ever.  Thou  openest  Thy  hand,  and  with  favour  satisnest  the  desire  of  every  living 
thing.  Blessed  is  the  man  who  trusteth  in  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  is  his  trust.  I 
have  "been  young,  and  now  am  old,  yet  have  I  not  seen  the  righteous  forsaken,  nor 
his  seed  hegging  bread.  May  the  Lord  give  strength  to  his  people ;  may  the  Lord 
bless  his  people  with  peace. 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord,  our  God !  King  of  the  Universe, 
who  createst  the  fruit  of  the  vine. 
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May  the  most  Merciful  bless  the  father  and  mother  of  this 
child,  and  give  them  the  merit  of  rearing  and  training  him, 
and  of  teaching  him  wisdom  from  this  day  forward ;  may  he 
be  found  acceptable  to  Thee,  and  be  Thou,  the  Eternal,  his  God, 
always  with  him. 


May  the  most  Merciful  bless  the  parent,  who  hath  here 
observed  the  covenant  of  the  circumcision,  rejoicing  to  execute 
the  righteous  command  with  pious  gladness.  May  his  good 
work  be  recompensed,  his  reward  be  doubled,  and  may  the 
Lord  elevate  him  and  prosper  him. 


May  the  most  Merciful  bless  the  tender  infant  circumcised 
on  this  day :  may  his  hands  and  heart  be  always  faithful  to 
God,  so  that  he  become  worthy  to  appear  in  Jerusalem,  before 
the  Eternal,  three  times  in  the  year.    (Deuter.  xvi.  16.) 


May  the  most  Merciful  bless  him  who  has  with  firm  hand 
and  firm  heart  officiated  at  this  circumcision,  and  duly  per- 
formed those  essentials  of  the  ceremony  without  which  his 
ministration  would  be  deemed  invalid. 


May  the  most  Merciful  regard  the  merit  of  those  who  are 
faithful  in  performing  the  covenant  of  circumcision ;  and  send 
us  his  anointed  Messiah,  who  is  to  walk  in  integrity,  and  to 
publish  tidings  of  happiness  and  consolation  to  the  peculiar 
people  now  scattered  and  dispersed  among  the  nations. 


May  the  most  Merciful  send  us  the  righteous  priest  who  was 
taken  to  live  in  concealment,  until  his  throne  should  be  prepared 
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*  Should  more  than  one  child  of  the  same  parents  have  been  circumcised,  read 
the  first  stanza  thus  :  — 

t  ■        •    «:  t:    *  ■        t  t      v  t"     t  :  t  t       •    •  :  - 

**  Should  the  circumcision  not  take  place  on  the  eighth  day,  for  the  word  "O^ftE^n 
read  ITTH. 

t  Should  more  than  one  child  have  been  circumcised,  read  this  stanza  thus  : 

.isryi  •  nj-i»K  hyb  Bnta^j  dhh;  -vrw  ♦  tnjta$  Detain  ■spy.  N-in  )»qnn 

+  Should  the  circumcision  not  take  place  on  the  eighth  day,  for  the  word  Pljitttp b 
read  rifO). 

§  This  blessing  is  not  to  be  said  by  the  Mohel,  but  by  some  other  member  of  the 
party. 
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Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord,  our  God!  King  of  the  Universe; 
0  Gfod !  our  Father,  King,  our  Strength  !  Creator  !  Redeemer  ! 
our  Former,  our  sacred  One  !  the  sacred  One  of  Jacob  !  our 
pastor  !  the  shepherd  of  Israel !  the  beneficent  King,  who 
dealeth  benevolently  with  all ;  the  God  who  daily  hath 
evinced,  doth  still,  and  ever  will  evince  kindness  unto  us.  He 
hath  dealt  bountifully,  he  doth,  and  ever  will  deal  bountifully 
with  us,  granting  us  grace,  favour,  mercy,  enlargement, 
deliverance,  prosperity,  blessing,  salvation,  consolation,  main- 
tenance and  sustenance,  mercy,  life,  peace,  and  all  happiness; 
0  may  he  never  fail  to  prosper  us. 


May  He  who  is  most  merciful,  reign  over  us,  for  ever  and 
ever.  May  He  who  is  most  merciful,  ever  be  praised,  in  heaven 
and  on  earth.  May  He  who  is  most  merciful,  be  adored 
throughout  all  generations ;  be  for  ever  glorified  amidst  us ; 
and  be  honoured  amongst  us,  to  all  eternity.  May  He  who  is 
most  merciful,  maintain  us  in  comfort.  May  He  who  is  most 
merciful,  break  the  yoke  of  captivity  from  off  our  neck,  and 
lead  us  securely  to  our  land.  May  He  who  is  most  merciful, 
send  us  abundant  blessing  in  this  house,  and  on  this  table,  at 
which  we  have  eaten.  May  He  who  is  most  merciful,  send 
unto  us  Elijah  the  prophet,  of  blessed  memory,  who  shall 
bring  us  good  tidings  of  salvation  and  consolation.  May  He 
who  is  most  merciful,  bless  the  master  of  this  house  and  the 
mistress  thereof ;  their  infant  son,  him  who  supported  him  at 
his  initation  into  Thy  Covenant,  and  all  who  are  here  present; 
them,  and  all  belonging  to  them  ;  us,  and  all  belonging  to  us ; 
even  as  our  ancestors,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  were  blessed 
with  all  and  every  good ;  thus  also  may  He  bless  us  altogether 
with  a  complete  blessing,  Amen. 


O  do  Thou  adjudge  us  worthy  of  peace ;  may  we  receive  a 
blessing  from  the  Lord,  and  righteousness  from  the  God  of  our 
salvation  ;  and  may  we  find  grace,  and  be  considered  of  good 
understanding  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man. 
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oblige  us  not,  0  Lord,  our  God!  to  be  dependent  on  gifts 
from  flesh  and  blood,  nor  on  their  loans;  but  only  on  Thy 
full,  open,  holy,  and  extended  hand ;  so  that  we  may  never 
be  put  to  shame,  nor  ever  be  confounded. 

On  the  Sabbath  say  : — 

Be  pleased,  O  Lord,  our  God  !  to  felicitate  us  by  Thy  com- 
mandments, even  in  the  keeping  of  the  commandment  of  the 
seventh  day,  this  great  and  holy  sabbath :  for  this  day  is  deemed 
great  and  holy  in  Thy  presence,  whereon  we  are  to  cease  from 
our  labour,  and  to  rest  in  affectionate  quiet,  according  to  the 
command  of  Thy  will :  be  it  Thy  will,  0  Lord,  our  God !  that 
we  be  at  ease;  that  no  trouble,  sorrow,  or  affliction  affect  us  on 
the  day  of  our  rest ;  permit  us,  0  Lord,  our  God !  to  behold 
the  consolation  of  Zion,  Thy  city,  and  the  rebuilding  of  Jeru- 
salem, Thy  holy  city  ;  for  yea,  Thou  art  the  Lord  of  salvation, 
and  the  Lord  of  consolation. 

On  the  New  Moon  and  Festivals,  say  ; — 

Our  God,  and  the  God  of  our  fathers  !  grant  that  our  memo- 
rial and  our  visitation,  the  memorial  of  our  fathers,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Messiah,  the  son  of  David,  Thy  servant,  the 
memorial  of  Jerusalem,  Thy  holy  city,  and  the  memorial  of 
all  Thy  people,  the  house  of  Israel,  may  ascend,  arrive, 
approach,  be  seen,  accepted,  heard,  visited,  and  remembered 
in  Thy  presence,  for  our  happy  deliverance,  with  favour,  grace, 
and  mercy,  life  and  peace,  [(New  Moon)  on  this  first  day  of 
the  month.  (Day  of  Memorial)  on  this  day  of  Memorial. 
(Feast  of  Tabernacles)  on  this  day  of  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles. 
( The  Eighth  Day}  on  this  the  eighth  day,  the  concluding  festival. 
(The  Passover)  on  this  day,  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread. 
(The  Feast  of  Weeks)  on  this  day,  the  feast  of  weeks.]  Be 
mindful  of  us  thereon,  0  Lord,  our  God !  for  our  good  ;  visit 
us  thereon  with  a  blessing  ;  and  save  us  thereon,  to  enjoy  life  : 
and  according  to  Thy  word  of  salvation  and  mercy,  have 
compassion,  and  be  gracious  unto  us.  O  have  mercy  upon  us, 
and  save  us,  for  our  eyes  are  constantly  bent  towards  Thee,  O 
God  !  who  art  a  gracious  and  merciful  King  ! 

0  rebuild  the  holy  city,  Jerusalem,  speedily,  even  in  our 
days.  Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  !  the  merciful  rebuilder  of 
J  erusalem .  Amen. 
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ness,  and  mercy,  which  Thou  hast  graciously  bestowed  on  us ; 
and  for  the  food  wherewith  thou  dost  continually  feed  and 
sustain  us  every  day,  at  all  times,  and  at  all  hours. 


On  JHanucah  and  Purim  insert  here; — 

For  the  miracles,  the  redemptions,  mighty  deeds,  salvation,  and  triumphs,  which 
thou  didst  execute  for  our  ancestors,  in  former  times,  at  this  season. 


On  the  Feast  of  DHID. 

In  the  days  of  Mordecai  and 
Esther,  in  the  city  of  Shushan,  Ha- 
inan the  wicked  arose  and  attempted 
to  destroy  and  extirpate  all  the 
Jews,  young  and  old,  women  and 
children  in  one  day,  on  the  13th 
day  of  the  12  th  month  called  Yl  X, 
and  to  take  their  spoil  for  a  prey ; 
but  thou,  through  thine  abundant 
mercy,  didst  frustrate  his  counsel, 
destroy  his  designs,  and  cause  them 
to  recoil  with  redoubled  force  upon 
his  own  head ;  so  that  he  and 
his  sons  were  hanged  on  the 
gibbet. 


During  the  eight  days  of  HDUn. 

In  the  days  of  Matathias,  son  of  Jochanan 
Maccabeus,  the  high  priest,  and  his  sons, 
when  the  tyrannical  government  of  Greece 
rose  up  against  thy  people  Israel,  to  make 
them  forget  thy  law,  and  to  trespass  on  the 
statutes  of  thy  holy  will;  thou,  in  thine 
abundant  mercy,  didst  stand  in  their  behalf, 
in  the  time  of  their  trouble  ;  thou  didst  con- 
tend for  them,  didst  judge  their  cause,  and 
avenge  their  wrongs.  Thou  didst  deliver 
the  mighty  into  the  hands  of  the  weak  ;  a 
multitude  into  the  hands  of  a  few ;  the 
impure  into  the  hands  of  the  undefiled ;  the 
wicked  into  the  hands  of  the  righteous ;  and 
the  contumacious  into  the  hands  of  those 

who  occupy  themselves  with  thy  law.  Thus  didst  thou  make  unto  thyself  a  great 
and  holy  name  in  thy  world  ;  and  didst  work  a  great  salvation  and  redemption  for 
thy  people  Israel  on  that  day :  after  this  did  thy  children  enter  into  thy  house, 
cleanse  thy  temple,  purify  thy  holy  place,  and  rekindle  the  lights  in  the  court  of 
thy  holy  house :  and  appointed  these  eight  days  of  dedication,  to  be  kept  with 
thanksgiving  and  praise  to  thy  great  name. 

Yerily  for  all  these  things,  0  Lord,  our  God !  do  we  give 
thanks  unto  Thee,  and  bless  Thee ;  Thy  name  shall  continually 
be  praised  by  the  mouth  of  all  living,  for  ever  and  ever  :  ac- 
cording as  it  is  written  :  "  When  thou  hast  eaten  and  art 
satisfied,  then  shalt  thou  bless  the  Eternal,  thy  God !  for  the 
good  land  which  he  hath  given  thee."  Blessed  art  Thou,  0 
Lord !  for  the  gift  of  the  land,  and  for  the  food. 

Have  compassion,  we  beseech  Thee,  0  Lord,  our  God !  on 
Thy  people  Israel;  on  Jerusalem,  Thy  city;  on  Zion,  the 
residence  of  Thy  glory;  on  the  kingdom  of  the  house  of 
David,  Thine  anointed  ;  and  on  the  great  and  holy  habitation 
which  was  consecrated  to  Thy  name.  Our  God  !  our  Father  ! 
0  tend  us,  feed  us,  maintain,  support,  and  liberate  us  :  liberate 
us  speedily,  0  Lord,  our  God  !  from  all  our  troubles ;  and 
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If  three  eat  at  one  table,  the  person  who  says  grace  aloud,  begins  with,  Gentlemen, 
we  will  say  grace ;  then  the  company  answer,  Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
henceforth,  and  for  evermore. 

Blest  of  the  Lord,  with  faithful  hearts  upraise, 

To  Israel's  God  your  song  of  prayer  and  praise. 

Oh !  may  the  sanction  of  the  Heavenly  King, 

Bless  and  accept  the  offering  we  bring  ; 

The  God  so  terrible,  enwrapt  in  might, 

The  God  so  tender  in  our  storm-beat  night. 

Be  our's  the  sanction  of  His  sacred  word, 

The  shining  Scroll  of  Sinai's  awful  Lord, 

The  Message  clear,  which  bears  His  pure  command, 

Traced  by  the  gentle  Prophet's  hallowed  hand. 

Be  our's  the  sanction  of  the  priestly  line, 

That  links  from  age  to  age  His  Words  divine ; 

While  Israel's  wandering  sons  His  Name  adore, 

And  breathe  their  Maker's  praise  from  shore  to  shore. 

With  the  glad  sanction  of  this  circling  throng, 

My  heart  and  voice  shall  lift  their  blended  song ; 

Uttering  through  every  fibre  of  my  frame, 

"  Blessed  be  he  who  comes  in  God's  great  Name." 

He  who  says  grace,  says,  We  will  bless  Him,  of  whose  gifts  we  have  eaten ;  the 
others  answer,  Blessed  be  He,  of  whose  gifts  we  have  eaten,  and  through,  whose, 
goodness  we  live  ;  to  which  the  Jirst  replies,  Blessed  be  He,  of  whose  gifts  we 
have  eaten,  and  through  whose  goodness  we  live. 

Blessed  is  He !  and  blessed  His  name  ! 

If  but  one  or  two  persons  are  present,  they  begin  here. 

Blessed  art  thou,  0  Lord,  our  God  !  King  of  the  universe  ! 
who  dost  feed  all  the  world  with  kindness,  with  grace,  with 
favour  and  with  mercy,  who  givest  food  to  every  creature, 
whose  mercy  endureth  for  ever :  through  His  abundant  good- 
ness, hath  He  never  failed  us,  nor  will  He  ever  permit  food 
to  fail  us,  even  for  ever;  because  of  His  great  name,  for  He  is 
the  God  who  feedeth  and  sustaineth  all,  who  dealeth  bene- 
ficently with  all,  and  who  provideth  food  for  all  the  creatures 
He  hath  created.    Blessed  art  thou,  0  Lord  !  who  feed  est  all. 

We  will  give  thanks  unto  Thee,  0  Lord,  our  God !  that 
Thou  didst  cause  our  ancestors  to  inherit  that  desirable,  good, 
and  ample  land ;  that  Thou  didst  bring  us  forth  from  the  land 
of  Egypt,  and  didst  redeem  us  from  the  house  of  bondage  :  as 
well  as  for  Thy  Covenant,  which  thou  hast  sealed  in  our  flesh ; 
for  the  law  which  Thou  hast  taught  us,  and  for  Thy  statutes 
which  Thou  hast  made  known  unto  us  ,•  also  for  the  life,  kind- 
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ORDER  OF  SERVICE  FOR  THE  CIRCUMCISION  OF 
PROSELYTES. 

Immediately  before  operating,  the  Mohel  says  : — 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe, 
who  hast  sanctified  us  with  Thy  commandments,  and  com- 
manded us  to  circumcise  Proselytes. 

After  the  Circumcision. 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  our  Gfod,  King  of  the  universe, 
the  Creator  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine. 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  universe, 
who  hast  sanctified  us  with  Thy  commandments,  and  com- 
manded us  to  circumcise  proselytes,  and  to  imprint  on  their 
flesh  the  seal  of  Thy  Covenant,  the  symbol  of  that  morality 
and  religion  for  the  practice  of  which  the  world  was  called 
into  existence,  as  it  is  written  :  "  Were  it  not  for  My  Cove- 
nant, I  had  not  instituted  the  laws  of  Nature."*  Blessed 
art  Thou,  0  Lord,  who  establishest  the  Covenant. 

Our  God,  the  God  of  our  ancestors,  preserve  this  neophyte, 
who  seeketh  refuge  under  the  shadow  of  Thy  Law  and  Thy 
Commandments.  Let  His  name  be  called  in  Israel  M.  the  Son 
of  our  Father  Abraham.  By  the  merit  of  the  rite  to  which  he 
has  submitted,  0  Almighty  and  Eternal,  our  Portion,  our 
Rock,  our  King  !  do  Thou  keep  him  and  prolong  his  life  ;  fulfil 
Thy  promise  (Ezekiel  xvi.  6),  "And  I  passed  by  thee  when 
thou  wast  weltering  in  thy  blood,  and  I  said  unto  thee, 
<  Through  thy  blood  thou  shalt  live yea,  I  said  unto  thee, 
1  Through  thy  blood  thou  shalt  live.'  "  And  it  is  written  (Deut. 
x.  17),  "  For  the  Lord  your  God  is  God  of  Gods,  and  Lord  of 
Lords ;  the  God  who  is  great,  mighty,  and  terrible ;  who  re- 
gar  deth  not  persons,  nor  taketh  reward.  He  doth  execute  the 
judgment  of  the  fatherless  and  widow,  and  loveth  the  stranger 
in  giving  him  food  and  raiment.  Love  ye,  therefore,  the 
stranger,  for  ye  were  strangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt."  Praise 
ye  the  Lord,  for  He  is  good,  for  His  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 


*  According  to  the  Midrash,  this  is  the  interpretation  of  the  passage  in  Jeremiah 
xxxiii.  25.  See  Pesachim,  68  b.;  Yalknt  Jeremiah  321.  Compare,  however,  Rashi's 
remarks  on  the  Scriptural  text. 
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Service  foe  the  Circumcision  of  a  Person  of  Jewish 
Parentage  above  the  age  of  Thirteen  Years. 

Immediately  before  operating,  the  Mohel  says  : — 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe, 
who  hast  sanctified  us  with  Thy  commandments,  and  com- 
manded us  concerning  the  Circumcision. 

The  person  circumcised  says  the  following  blessing  : — 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe, 
who  hast  sanctified  us  with  Thy  commandments,  and  com- 
manded us  to  be  initiated  into  the  Covenant  of  Abraham,  our 
Ancestor. 

The  Mohel  takes  a  glass  of  icine  in  his  hand,  and  says  : — 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe, 
the  Creator  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine. 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe, 
who  didst  sanctify  the  loved  one  (Abraham)  from  birth ;  didst 
imprint  Thine  ordinance  on  the  flesh  of  his  offspring ;  and 
didst  impress  the  seal  of  Thy  holy  Covenant  on  his  descendants. 
O,  Thou  Omnipotent  and  Eternal,  who  art  our  portion  and 
Bock !  ordain  that  our  beloved  offspring  be  saved  from 
destruction,  for  the  sake  of  Thy  Covenant,  the  seal  of  which  we 
bear  ;  blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord,  who  establishest  the  Covenant. 

Our  God,  the  God  of  our  Ancestors  !  Preserve  this  man, 
for  the  merit  of  the  precept  now  fulfilled.  Be  his  name  called 
in  Israel  M.,  the  son  of  X.  Make  him  vigorous  and  give  him 
life ;  grant  him  health  and  well-being,  as  Thou  didst  heal 
Hezekiah,  King  of  Judah,  from  his  illness;  Miriam,  the  Pro- 
phetess, from  her  leprosy;  Naaman,  from  his  leprosy;  the 
bitter  waters  of  Mara  by  the  hands  of  Moses  ;  and  the  waters 
of  Jericho  by  the  hands  of  Elisha.  Have  pity  on  him  ;  fulfil 
Thy  promise  (Ezek.  xvi.  6)  :  "  And  I  passed  by  thee  when 
thou  wast  weltering  in  thy  blood,  and  I  said  unto  thee,  Through 
thy  blood  thou  shalt  live  ;  yea,  I  said  unto  thee,  Through 
thy  blood  thou  shalt  live."  And  it  is  written  (Psalm  cv.  8)  : 
"  He  hath  remembered  His  Covenant  for  ever,  the  word  which 
He  commanded  to  a  thousand  generations,  which  Covenant  He 
made  with  Abraham,  and  His  oath  unto  Isaac.  And  confirmed 
the  same  unto  Jacob  for  a  law,  and  to  Israel  for  an  everlasting 
Covenant."  Praise  ye  the  Lord,  for  He  is  good,  for  His  mercy 
endureth  for  ever.  Do  Thou,  O  God  !  heal  this  man ;  as  he 
has  been  initiated  into  the  Covenant,  so  may  he  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  Thy  law  ;  enter  into  holy  wedlock  ;  and  practise 
all  good  works.  Prosper  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  grant  him 
length  of  days,  Amen. 
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rejoice."  And  it  is  written  (Ezek.  xvi.  6)  :  "  And  I  passed  by 
thee,  and  saw  thee  weltering  in  thy  blood  :  and  I  said  unto  thee, 
'  Through  thy  blood  thou  shalt  live/  yea  I  said  unto  thee, 
4  Through  thy  blood  thou  shalt  live.'  "  It  is  further  written 
(Psal.  cv.  8)  :  "  He  hath  remembered  His  Covenant  for  ever, 
the  word  which  He  commanded  to  a  thousand  generations. 
TThich  Covenant  He  made  with  Abraham,  and  His  oath  unto 
Isaac.  And  confirmed  the  same  unto  Jacob  for  a  law,  and  to 
Israel  for  an  everlasting  Covenant."  And  it  is  written  (Genesis 
xxi.  4)  :  "  And  Abraham  circumcised  his  son  Isaac  on  the 
eighth  day  of  his  birth,  as  God  had  commanded  him."  Praise 
ye  the  Lord,  for  He  is  good,  for  His  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 
May  this  little  child  increase  and  prosper ;  as  he  has  been 
initiated  into  the  Covenant,  so  may  God  grant  that  he  grow 
up  to  the  knowledge  of  His  law  ;  to  enter  into  holy  wedlock ; 
and  to  practise  all  good  woiks. 


(It  is  customary  for  the  bystanders  to  make  offerings  in  aid 
of  the  poor.) 


After  the  Circumcision,  the  ILohel prays  : — 

Sovereign  of  the  Universe  !  May  this  rite  now  completed  be 
estimable  and  acceptable  in  Thy  sight.  Breathe  into  the  child, 
dedicated  to  Thy  Great  Xanie,  a  pure  and  holy  spirit ;  let  his 
heart  be  open  to  receive  Thy  holy  law,  as  widely  as  were  the 
gates  of  the  Sanctuary,  that  he  may  study  it  and  teach  it, 
observe  it  and  keep  it.  Grant  unto  him  length  of  days ;  may 
his  life  be  blameless,  contented,  and  honorable ;  and  do  Thou 
fulfil  every  good  wish  of  his  heart,  Amen. 
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The  father  of  the  child  says  : — 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe, 
who  hast  sanctified  us  with  Thy  commandments,  and  com- 
manded us  to  initiate  our  children  into  the  Convenant  of 
Abraham  our  Ancestor.* 

The  bystanders  say  : — 

As  he  has  been  initiated  into  the  Covenant,  so  may  God 
grant  that  he  grow  up  to  the  knowledge  of  His  law  ;  to  enter 
into  holy  wedlock ;  and  to  practise  all  good  works. 

The  Mohel  takes  a  glass  of  wine  in  his  hand,  and  says  : — 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe, 
the  Creator  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine. 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe, 
who  didst  sanctify  the  loved  one  (Abraham)  from  birth  ;  didst 
imprint  Thine  ordinance  on  the  flesh  of  his  offspring;  and  didst 
impress  the  seal  of  Thy  holy  Covenant  on  his  descendants.  0 
Thou,  Omnipotent  and  Eternal,  who  art  our  portion  and  our 
Rock  !  ordain  that  our  beloved  offspring  be  saved  from 
destruction,  for  the  sake  of  the  Covenant,  the  seal  of  which 
we  bear ;  blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord,  who  establishest  the 
Covenant. 

Our  God,  the  God  of  our  Ancestors,  preserve  this  child  to 
his  parents ;  be  his  name  called  in  Israel  M.,  the  son  of  N.f 
May  his  father  rejoice  in  his  offspring,  and  his  mother  exult 
in  her  child;  as  it  is  written  (Proverbs  xxiii.  25)  :  "  Thy  father 
and  thy  mother  shall  be  glad,  and  she  that  bare  thee  shall 


*  According  to  the  custom  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Jews,  the  father  adds : — 
Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe,  who  hast  preserved  us 
alive,  sustained  us,  and  Drought  us  to  enjoy  this  season. 


f  Should  the  child  be  horn  of  prohibited  connexions,  or  be  the  son  of  a  Jewish 
mother  by  a  Xon-Jewish  father,  or  be  one  of  the  children  described  in  Section  13, 
page  46,  the  portion  of  the  service  commencing  "  Our  God,  the  God  of  our  Ances- 
tors !"  is  omitted.    The  Hebrew  name  of  the  child  is  simply  announced. 
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Should  the  father  be  himself  the  Mohel,  he  says . 


Should  the  father  be  dead,  the  Mohel  says : —  ^?^ni  V^Sfl 

Should  the  mother  be  dead,  the  Mohel  says  : —        ^-lH  ^  3    *  *UfcDa  ^^a 
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ORDER  OF  SERVICE  FOR  CIRCUMCISION. 


When  the  child  is  brought  into  the  room  in  which  the  Circumcision  is  to  take  place, 
those  present  rise  up  and  say  : — 

Blessed  be  he  who  comes  in  the  Name  or  the  Lord  ! 

The  Mohel  says  : — 

The  Almighty,  blessed  be  He,  spake  to  our  father  Abra- 
ham and  said :  "  Walk  thou  before  me  and  become  perfect." 
Wherefore  I  am  about  to  fulfil  the  precept  of  my  Creator  in 
performing  the  rite  of  Circumcision.  "  And  may  the  beauty 
of  the  Lord  our  God  be  upon  us  ;  and  establish  Thou  the  work 
of  our  hands  upon  us  ;  yea,  the  work  of  our  hands  establish 
Thou  it." 

Placing  the  child  on  a  chair  set  for  the  purpose,  the  Mohel  proceeds  :  — 

This  chair  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Elijah  the  Prophet ! 
For  Thy  salvation  do  I  hope,  0  Lord  ! 

I  hope,  0  Lord,  for  Thy  salvation,  and  perform  Thy  com- 
mandments. Let  the  example  of  Elijah,  who  is  appointed 
Messenger  of  the  Covenant,  sustain  me.  I  hope  for  Thy  salvation, 
O  Lord,  I  rejoice  at  Thy  word,  as  one  who  findeth  great  spoil. 
Great  peace  have  they  who  love  Thy  law,  and  no  misfortune 
shall  befall  them.  Happy  is  he  whom  Thou  choosest  and 
causest  to  draw  nigh  unto  Thee  ;  he  shall  dwell  in  Thy  Courts. 
Satisfy  us  with  the  goodness  of  Thy  house,  even  of  Thy  holy 
Temple. 

Immediately  before  operating,  the  Mohel  says  : — 

Blessed  art  Thou,  0  Lord,  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe, 
who  hast  sanctified  us  with  Thy  commandments,  and  com- 
manded us  concerning  the  Circumcision. 
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According  to  the  custom  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Jews,  the  following  is  said 
before  the  Circumcision  : — 

Blessed  be  this  faithful  Congregation  ;  blessed  be  he  who 
cometh  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord.  May  this  child  be  fortunate 
and  happy ;  may  he  become  great  and  flourish ;  may  he 
increase  and  prosper,  and  be  saved  from  destruction  ;  may  the 
Lord  do  this,  Amen.  In  his  days  may  our  lot  be  cast  in 
pleasant  places,  that  all  of  us  may  thrice  yearly  appear  in 
Grod's  holy  house,  and  be  welcomed  with  the  greeting,  ' 'Blessed 
be  he  who  cometh  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord."  0,  have  mercy 
on  us  and  regard  the  blood  of  the  Covenant ;  visit  the  remnant 
of  Thy  flock,  by  sending  us  the  Messiah,  the  son  of  David  ; 
hasten  the  advent  of  his  precursor,  Elijah  Thy  Prophet,  0  Lord. 
As  the  parents  of  this  infant  have  been  permitted  to  initiate 
him  into  the  Convenant,  so  spare  them  to  see  him  enter  into 
holy  wedlock ;  do  Thou  bless  him,  and  make  him  worthy  to 
see  the  beauty  of  the  Lord. 

On  Sabbath,  the  following  is  said  : — 

He  who  dwelleth  on  high  hath  instituted  the  Sabbath  and 
Circumcision,  the  one  to  be  observed  on  the  seventh,  the  other 
on  the  eighth  day.  The  letters  of  the  word  Sabbath  (rQ&^) 
indicate  those  three  precepts  which  He  ordained  to  His  holy 
people,  and  which  He  declared  to  be  a  sign  between  Him  and 
them ;  namely,  the  Sabbath,  Circumcision,  and  the  Phylacteries. 
The  two  former  are  as  the  pillars  of  fire  and  smoke,  or  as  the 
sun  and  moon,  which  light  our  path  continually. 

After  the  Circumcision  : — 

May  the  blood  of  the  Covenant  shed  among  you,  0  my 
faithful  people,  be  acceptable  to  God  as  were  the  sweet  smell- 
ing burnt  offerings  made  in  Jerusalem,  His  holy  throne.  He 
hath  impressed  His  seal  on  our  flesh  for  a  sign  and  a  token  to 
us  and  to  our  children  for  ever;  that  all  who  see  us,  may 
know  and  recognise  that  we  are  the  seed  which  the*  Lord  hath 
blessed. 
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PRAYER  BY  THE  MOHEL. 


Thou  hast  enjoined.  May  none  of  my  children,  none  of  those 
whom  I  have  circumcised,  none  of  Thy  people  Israel,  ever 
change  their  faith,  voluntarily  or  involuntarily  ;  may  they  ever 
be  faithful  to  their  religion — the  Law  of  Moses.  Strengthen 
their  hearts  and  fortify  their  minds  against  all  who  would  taunt 
them  with  their  belief,  so  that  they  be  not  disgraced  in  this 
world,  nor  put  to  shame  in  the  world  to  come.  Let  it  be  Thy 
will,  0  Lord  my  God,  the  God  of  my  ancestors !  that  the 
example  and  spirit  of  Elijah  may  influence  me  in  the  perform- 
ance of  this  ceremony.  May  the  child  now  about  to  be  circum- 
cised be  healthy  and  free  from  disease,  so  that  it  may  undergo 
the  rite  in  due  season.  Of  Thy  favor  grant  that  its  initiation 
at  my  hands  may  be  accomplished  in  proper  form  and  in  a 
proper  spirit  of  devotion.  Accept  this  my  solemn  service  as 
erst  Thou  didst  accept  sacrifices  on  Thy  altar;  and  in  the 
abundance  of  Thy  loving  kindness  let  it  be  pleasing  to  Thee  as 
was  the  binding  of  Isaac.  0  our  Father !  vouchsafe  that  this 
child  shall  suffer  no  ill  effects  from  his  initiation  into  Thy 
covenant ;  send  healing  and  life  to  him  and  to  his  mother,  even 
as  Thou  didst  heal  Hezekiah,  king  of  Judah,  from  his  illness  ; 
Miriam  the  prophetess,  and  JNaaman  from  their  leprosy ;  and 
as  Thou  didst  also  heal  the  bitter  waters  of  Marah  by  the  hand 
of  Thy  servant  Moses,  and  the  waters  of  J ericho  by  the  hand 
of  Elisha.  May  the  performance  of  this  precept  be  meritorious 
in  Thy  sight ;  protect  us,  so  that  no  unfriendly  nation  may 
ever  prohibit  Thy  people  Israel  from  performing  this  or  any 
other  of  Thy  ordinances.  Let  me  reach  the  perfection  of  our 
father  Abraham,  who  led  many  to  the  knowledge  of  Thee ;  as 
it  is  written  (Genesis  xii.  5)  "  The  souls  which  they  had  per- 
fected in  Haran."  In  virtue  of  Thy  seal,  imprinted  on  our 
flesh,  make  us  worthy  to  see  Thy  glory  ;  as  it  is  written 
(Job  xix.  26)  "  Through  [the  consecration  of]  my  flesh  I  shall 
see  God."  Save  me  from  future  punishment,  as  Thou  hast 
promised  (Zechar.ix.il)  "As  for  thee  also,  by  the  blood  of 
thy  covenant  I  have  sent  forth  thy  prisoners  out  of  the  pit ;  " 
and  send  us  the  Redeemer  speedily  in  our  days.  Amen. 
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PRAYER,  TO  BE  USED  PRIVATELY  BY  THE  MOHEL 
BEFORE  THE  CIRCUMCISION. 

Lord  of  the  Universe  !  I  praise,  and  extol,  and  laud  Thy  Great 
Name  for  that  Thou  hast  of  Thine  own  free  will  and  boundless 
love,  and  by  Thy  attributes  of  goodness  and  mercy,  called  us 
into  being.  My  lips  do  praise  Thee  for  Thy  gracious  gift, 
which  is  more  precious  than  life,  in  that  Thou  hast  granted  me 
a  Soul,  sacred  and  spiritual.  Yea,  more  than  this,  of  Thine 
abundant  goodness,  Thou  hast  created  me  capable  of  fulfilling 
Thy  precepts.  And  above  all,  be  Thy  name  exalted  and 
extolled  for  ever,  for  that  Thou  hast  imbued  me  with  a  faith 
which  is  pure,  so  that  I  may  believe  that  Thou  art  Almighty 
and  true,  and  that  the  Law  of  Moses,  Thy  Servant,  is  true.. 
Thou  hast  imprinted  the  seal  of  Thy  Covenant  on  my  flesh, 
the  sign  of  the  Covenant  between  Thee  and  me;  and  Thou 
hast  ordained  that  every  male  of  my  race  shall  be  circumcised, 
that  he  may  testify  that  Thou  art  our  God,  and  we  are  Thy 
servants  bearing  the  impress  of  Thy  holy  seal ;  for  Thou  hast 
declared  (Isaiah  xlix.  3)  "  Thou  art  My  servant,  0  Israel,  in 
whom  I  will  be  glorified."  Further,  of  Thy  undeserved  grace, 
Thou  hast  permitted  me  to  be  the  means  of  leading  Thy 
Children  to  the  light  of  Thy  glory,  in  that  I  circumcise  the 
foreskins  of  their  flesh,  and  initiate  them  into  Thy  holy 
Covenant.  The  righteous  man  is  the  foundation  of  the  world ; 
grant,  as  Thou  hast  promised,  (Isaiah  lx.  21)  that  "all  Thy 
people  shall  be  righteous."  I  entreat  Thee,  0  Almighty  God ! 
to  sustain  me,  preserve  me  from  every  evil  inclination,  that  I 
may  never  desecrate  the  sign  and  seal  of  Thy  holy  covenant, 
imprinted  on  my  flesh.  Extend  the  same  mercy  to  all  whom  I 
circumcise,  that  they  may  preserve  the  seal  of  Thy  holy 
Covenant  inviolate  from  all  pollution,  and  themselves  from  all 
unchastity;  that  they  may  never  be  guilty  of  forbidden  inter- 
course ;  and  that  they  may  keep  those  laws  the  infraction  of  which 
would  vitiate  the  very  intention  and  object  of  the  rite  which 
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0»  tfAe  (Za?/  0/  Circumcision,  during  Morning  Prayers,  in  Synagogue,  the  Mohel  and 
the  Congregation  read  the  following  in  alternate  verses. 
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